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they are self-willed? No. Of sin because they be-
lieve not on Me"

‘The fundamental feature of human sin is unbe-
lief of the divine word. It is unbelief that leads
to independence, which in turn manifests itself
in disobedience. And 5o it's not surprising then
in Genesis chapter 4, that we should read, after
men have disbelieved and fallen, that Cain is
slaying Abel. Inumorality, is the product of the
independent spirit, which is the product of un-
belief, fuilure to respond to the word of God.

Let's go back to the night, just before our
Lord was crucified. 1t's midnight, approximately,
theres a fire burning in the courtyard of the
High Priest. There are servants, there are sol-
diers. They are standing about the fire. A door
apens into the chamber off the courtyard and
the Lord Jesus s led out, bleeding from the dlows
‘which he has taken. He has been mocked. He has
been insulted. A crown of thorns has been put
pon his head, crashed upon it, and as he comes
out into the courtyard whether its the exact
time or not, we dont know, but is about that
time. There's ashout that goesout, “I never knew
him-" Who can this be? Is it the man whom An-
drew brought to the knowwledge of the Lord Jesus,
to whom our Lord said, “Your name is Simon,
henceforth, it shall be Peter, the Rock?” Is it the
man who fell at the feet of Christ in the fishing
boat, when the miraculous drat of fishes was
taken up and who then said, “Depart from me, O
God, for | am a sinful man?' Is it the man who
at the point of our Lord’s request for an iden-
tity, to be attached to himself said, “Thou art the
Christ, the San of the Living God?” O is it the
man, who when many of his disciples forscolc
the Lord Jesus, as he saw them going off, Peter
vesponded to our Lord's plainive ery, “Will you
also ga away?” Who said, “Lord, to whom shall
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” Is
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One only has to remember Genesis chapter 3,
verse 1 through verse 6 to realize that. Il tum
back that for just a moment and remind you
of the things that Moses wrote here, concerning
the temptation and the fall

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any
beast of the field which the Lord God had made.
And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said,
“You shall nol eal of every Lree of Lhe garden?”
And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat
of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the
£ruit of the tree which is in the midst of the gaz-
den, God has said, You shall not eat it, nor shall
you touch it,lest you die. ‘Then the serpent said
to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God
Knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be Fke God, knowing
good and evil’ So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she
took of s fruit and ate. She also gave to her hus-
band with her,and he ate.”

Kow, if one analyzes this a little bit, I think you
will see that the undamental sin that is referred
to here is not selfishness, it’s not rebellion, but
‘what is the fundamental thing that is at the root
of Eve’s disobedience and Adam's disobedience is
unbelief. Essentially, they did not believe God's
word. It was just as simple as that. And because
she did not believe God's word and he did not be-
lieve Gods word, they sinned.

Now, years later, the Lord Jesus, in john chapter
16, in the ministry in the upper room, spoke to
the apostles and said fo them samething about
sin. He said, “When the Holy Spirit comes, whom
Tam sending to you, He will convict the world
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judzment, Of
sinbecause they have rebelled against Me? No. Of
sin because they are selfish? No. Of sin because
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Isaizh and Jeremiah. And one of the things that
has gone through my mind, as Pve read through
those twomajar prophets, I'm nof quite through
Jeremiah, but as I've read those chapter, is the
fact that over and over again God complains, if T
may call it that, he complains against his people
for notlistening to his word and being disobedi-
ent to his word, Over and over again, “They have
not paid attention to My word, They have for-
gotten Me” They have forsaken Me All mixed in
with this generzl theme of failure to submit to
the word of God.

‘The comparison between Moses and Christ that
the author has engaged in in the fist six verses,
leads naturally to a comparison between the re-
cipients of the revelation of each. Its rather
interesting that forty years have, approximately,
passed since our Lords ministry began when
this epistle is written, And it’s very interesting
that the two incidents that are chosen by our
author to bring forward as illustrations of 1s-
raels disabedience are incidents that were sep-
arated by forty vears. The forty years that they
spent wandering in the wilderness. One of the
incidents occurs at the beginning and another
occurs at the end and they both are instances of
disabedience; the same kind of disobedience. Ie's
almost asif after forty years, theyve not learned
anything Well, anything? At least, theyve not
Learned one of the major (hings. So Uwo incidents
are going to be brought forward here, he calls
them here the rebellion and the trial

But now, let’s Took at verse 7 through verse 11

And, again, as we've been saying, we're noticing
the introductory conjunctions, “Therefore” or
“Wherefore,” some of your texts, no doub, have

“Wherefore, as the Holy Spirit said.” We said last
time and someone has suggested that these litrle
“therefores” and “wherefores” and “on account
of this;” these particles by which thoughts are
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thisaman on the mount of transfiguration, who
said, “Lord, let us build three tabernacles here,
ane for Moses, one for Flijah," no doubt also, one
for Peter. He didn't get that out of his mouth,
while he was yet speaking, he was interrupted.
But, nevertheless, you cannot help but admire
him for his sentiment.

And then as our Lord is drawing near to his
death, Uhe one in Lhe upper room who says Lhat
he will “never leave him,” is this same Apostle
Peter? Yes, Peter, it you, the chief among equal
mmen, the apostles, “Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the Living God,” and our Lord has said to him,
“Peter, you're a blessed man because the Father in
Heaven has revealed it to you?”

So when we loo at the life of a believer and we
Took at the Tive of a great heliever like the Apos-
tle Peter, the Rock, and reclize that a man like
this is, nevertheless, a sinning man; a man who
can deny our Lord, not once, but three times. Of
course, the redeeming thing, s far as Peter is
concerned, is that he went out and wept, hich
revealed that there was fundamentally some-
thingdeep down within him that wes truly from
the Lord God.

‘Well, Hebrews is a book devoted to the exaltation
of Jesus Christ and to the admonition of the re-
ceivers of this book against unbelief. As he says
in verse 13, “Exhort one another daily, while it
is called “Today” lest any of you be hardened
through the deecitfulness of sin” One of the
things that makes sin so deceitful is the fact that
sin cancels the promises of God and separates
the ones fa whom the promises are given from
the one who makes the promises.

‘We've been talking a lot about reading through
the Bible and, I guess, every week, since I'm try-
ingto be reading every week, 'm impressed with
some of the things that I have been reading and
Uhey're on iy mind, and I've beer going hrough
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as in the rebellion, as in the day of trial in the
wilderness, when your fathers tested Me; they
tricd Me, thaugh they saw My work. For forty
years 1 was grieved, Iloathed that generation, [t
<ouldbe rendered ] loathed that generation and
said, Tt s a people who go astray in their hearts,
and they do not know My ways. Sol swarc in My
wrath, They shall not enter into My rest.”

So Psalun 95, nviles God's people Lo worship and
then warns against disobedience by the historic
wilderness examples.

Incidentally, we've been talking a lot about how
our author has a very high view of the deity of
the Lord Jesus Christ, finding in the Old Testa-
‘ment many testimonies to the deity of aur Lord.
Many passages, which in the Old Testament
speal simply of Yahweh or the 1 ord, our anthor
applies to the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, the reason
he does it i5 not just because, autonomously he
‘wants to do that, but he knows that the passages
inthe Old Testament that speak of the corming of
the Lord, of the appearance of the Lord, and of
his coming in judgment, they are passages that
have to refer to the second person of the Trin-
ity. The first person of the Trinity does not ever
have a body. The third person of the Trinity does
not ever have a body. The person of the Trinity
who isto be the incarnate Yahweh, the incarnate
Lord, is our Lord Jesus Christ. And so the Holy
Spirit guided the Old Testament authors and
guided the New Testament authors,so that iden-
tification is properly made.

N, this is interesting because in verse 7, we
vead, “Today” if you will hear His voice!” His
voice? Whaose voice? Well, we've just been read-
ing in verse 6, “But Christ as & Son over His
own house, whose house we are if we hold fast
the confidence and rejoicing of the hope, firm to
the end. Therefore, the Holy Spirit says, “Today if
‘youwill hear His voice.” Whose voice? The Son's
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linked with one another, are the “stop, look, and
listen,” of Bible study.
Now, this one is, 1 thinlk, to be taken with verse
12. “Therefore, as the Holy Spirits says,” and then
he cites the passage from Psalm 95 and verse 12
begins, “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief” Now, T know that
in verse 10 there is a “therefore,” also but that's
par of the quole. And so beginning al verse 7
“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says” Psalm 95
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief.”
Now, the psalm that is cited is Psalm 95 Not
all of the psalm; as a matter of fact, this psalm,
itself was a very popular psalm among those
whe, in the Christian church, who have used the
psalms in their public worship, This is the one
that begins with, “Come,” and it i called that in
the liturgies of the Christian Church. The Venite
because that's precisely what it has to do with-
Dsalm 95, I was looking at the wrong psalm.
That's the reason ' wandering around here,
using the Bible, Psalm 95, the Venite, “O Come,
et us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to
the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving” This, incidentally,
was the psalm, 50 am told, which Tjust learned
this afternoon really, was that this psalm, the
venite exultemus domino was the chunt which
the Templars, the Knights of the Red Cross, sung
when they went to battle against the Saracens,
for the conquest of Jerusalem in the time of
the Crusades. And so this psalm was, no doubt,
a psalm that constantly resounded as the Cru.
saders carried out what they hoped to do,
Well, we go on and read about the people are
called to worship the Lord but then in verse 7.
“For He is our God, and we are the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you
will hear His voice do nol harden your hearls,
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for water and the people complainzd|so, they've
contended, they are now complaining.| against
Moses and said, ‘Why is it yon have brought ns
up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
our livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to
the Lord, ‘'What shall I do with this people? They
are almost ready to stonc me! [So, they have
contended with Moses, they have tempted the
Lord, they have complained against Moses, and
now, if Moses is correct, they ate about to stone
him] And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on before
the people, and take with you some of the elders
of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with
which you struck the river and go. [That was
the rod with which he struck the river as they
came out from the land of Egypt, turning it into
blood | Behold, T will stand before you there on
the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock,
[Moses, the representative of the law, the great
vepresentative of the law, we shall find out.| you
shall strike the rock, and water will come out of
it,that the people may drink” And Moses did so
in the sight of the elders of Istac. So he called
the mame of the place Massah [which means
tempted, or temptation] end Meribah [which
means contention] because of the contention of
the children of Isracl and because they tempted
the Lord saying, Ts the Lord among us or notz”
It has been said that hunger gnaws in one organ
of the body but hirst rages like & fever in the
blood. The iromy of this is that Rephidim is a
term that meansresting places. [ wonder if there
‘were signs everywhere, resting places.

At any rate, the perversity of the pecple is ob-
vious. They chided, they murmured, they are
ready to stone Moses. Many people who have
become Christians have feelings like this, Some-
times there are problems in fhe family. Some-
times there are problems in the business. I've
heard Christians say, and I can sympathize with
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voice; he just mentioned the son. So he regards
the “His voice” of verse 7 as a reference to the
Son. But when yau furn hacl to the Old Testa-
ment, it's “the Lord." In other words, he sees P-
salm 95, as being a reference to the Lard Jesus
Christ. “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not
harden your hearts, asin the rebellion."

Now, we're going to look, just briefly, at these
Lwo inslances, which are stggesied here by hese
words. “Do not harden your hearts, as in the
rebellion.” Now, that's o reference to Numbers
chapter 20, versel through 13. “In the day of
trial in the wilderness.” That's a reference to Ex-
odus chapter 17, in verse 7. Now, we're going to
turn it around and look at the Exodus passage
first simply because chronologically it was the
firstinstance. So Id Fke for you to turn to the Old
Testament, to Excdus chapter 17, and we'll look
at what he calls “the trial in the wilderness.” Ex-
odus chapter 17, verse 1 through verse 7. Now,
remember what he’s talking about. He's talking
about the evil heart of unbelief and the parting
from the living God.

Now, the children of Israel have just come out
of Egypt and there have been a couple of mi
acles that have been performed. You remember,
at Marah, the bitter water was made sweet. And
then whenthey complained about food, the Lord
gave them the manna. And now in verse 1 of
chapter 17, we read.

“Then all the congregation of the children of
Isracl set out on their journey from the Wilder-
of Sin, |How appropriate| according to
the commandment of the 1.ard, and camped in
Rephidim; but there was no water for the peo-
ple to drink. [No water] Therefore the people
contended with Moses and said, ‘Give us water
that we may drink. So Moses said to them,
“Why do you contend with me? Why do you
tempt the Lord? And the people thirsted there






index-80_1.jpg
them, “I've become a Christian, My whole ife is
turned over. And now I'm really suffering and
going through all kinds of frials” And some-
times even with a smile on their face, farmu-
nately, “maybe T made the wrong decision."

1 know when I came ta theological seminary,
after Id been in theological seminary about six
months, and my family was back where I had
been living, 1L was during e Ume when Lhere
‘was very difficult to find even anapartment. And
Iremember thinking, “Well, perhaps I should go
back and get back in the insurance business and
reach people in the insurance business” Well,
1 don't have anything against that. It just hap-
pened to be ot the Lords leading for me. But
1 can understand what it means when you are
in difficulties and trials to say, “Well, perbaps,
it would have been better if 'd done something
else”

The carly Easterners after the Western boom
collapsed in the drought of 1887, put on their
‘wagons, as they made their way back home, “In
God we trusted; in Kansas we busted.” [Laugh-
ter] I think, in some sense, a Christian can un-
derstand that because he does have trials when
he becomes a Christian. Why provocation: Why
temptation? Well, one of the reasons is the fact
that it’s a temptation to the Loxd, to destroy
them from the face of the earth. There've been
two great water miracles already performed. He
has, actually, made 2 way for them through the
Red Sea, and they've come to Marah, and he's
changed the bitter waters into sweet water, And
now, because there's no water, they want to com.-
plain. And they're about, if Moses is right, they're
about to stone their leader. Well, the provision of
God s very interesting because what it is is typi-
cal. Moses, as | say, the representative of the law,
smites the rock, and of course, the rock is figura-
tive of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In fact,
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submit their bodies to a libidinous, randy lec-
turer, Instead of a first class, they graduate with
2 second class upper, instead af a second class
upper, they graduate with a second class lower
and 50 on and so forth, As [ write this piece, an
unknown female student somewhere is yet to
graduate because a lascivious lecturer is sitting
on her results pending when she submits her
body for sexual romp, In this way, the monster
subsists and aur higher institutions continue to
wallow in a labyrinth of sexual immorality.

Sex exchange pervades the entire strata of our
society, not only within the corridors of our
higher institutions. The female folks are mo-
lested as they grapple with the challenges of sur-
vival in their daily engagements, Many women
are confronted with sex exchange before they
are employed. Many are also keeping their jobs
todey owing to a regular sexual relationship
with Lheir bosses. Any day Uey refuse Lo keep Lo
the terms of their employment,pronto, they lose
their jobs. Faced with economic pressure and a
desperate need for survival, these women play by
the rules of this despicable act

Our society is caught in the throes of sexual im-
morality as the sex exchange continues to define
our daily engagements. For a fernale markeling
executive in 4 bank to get customers, sex must
be involved. For an aspiring actress to get a role
in Nollywood, Hollywood ete, sex is the answer.
In the corporate world, in the military, the po-
lice,civil serviceand other governmentand non-
government establishments, the female folks are
imundated with request for sex before a promo-
tion can take place. Thus excellence is sacrificed
at the putrescent altar of sexual immorality.

However, the male folks have argued that some
women are empty; they have nothing to offer
except sex. These men recount how they have
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e in you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God.

Why i this so impartant? First let us notice the
train of thought that was set forth in verse one
of this chapter.

Hebrew 3:1 wherefore, holy brethren, partakers
of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
tigh Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; No-
tice that both it, and our corrected verse twelve,
(listed just above in the preceding paragraph),
are very similar, Both begin with “Wherefore
Both address the “brethren” Both refer to the
partaking of spiritual revelations. And both set
forth the need of a correct and proper relating to
the living God, Christ Jesus.

S0 the apostle s returning dircctly to the impor-
tant subject of the need to give full attentiveness
to one’s relation to the living God~Christ Jesus,

Another important reason is that focusing only
upon the subject covered within the parenthesis
~ that of others failure to walk with the Lord,
gives Satan and our flesh opportunity to separate
our gaze from the Lord, and from a proper con-
sidering of aurselves in the ight of God's gospell
The apostle intended to bave us see a literal
example of those who failed to maintain their
profession firm until the end. Hebrews 12:15
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace
of God; lest any Toot of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

But fuiling to maintain a spiritual focus upon the
Lord Jesus Christ while enly looking at others
failure produces a dangerous “us” versus “them”
attitude! Satan is delighted with those with a
pharisaical attitude of being as good, or bet-
ter than other refigionists! 2 Corinthians 10112
For we dare not make ourselves of the number,
or compare ourselves with some that commend
themselves: but they measuring themselves by
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even now are there many antichrists; wherehy
we know that it is the last time. 19

‘They went out from us, but they were not of us
for if they had been of s, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that
they might be made manifest that they were not
allofus

1t takes the same sunshine and rain to grow poi-
som iy as it does to grow green beans and corn!
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in
the rain that cometh of upon it, and bringeth
forth herbsmeet for them by whom it isdressed,
receiveth blessing from God: § But that which
beaeth thorns and briers s rejected, and is nigh
nto cursing; whose end s to be burned.

And once the apostasy s matured, there is no
possible cure for it! Hebrews 6:4 For it is impos-
sible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, § And have tasted
the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, 6 1f they shall fall away, to renew
them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him
t0 an open shame.

Even the sacrifice of the Lord jesus will not be
available to recover an apostate! Hehrews 10:25
Nt forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching. 26 For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad-
versaries.

Aand just where does the problem lie for the
professed religionist to become an irrecoverable
apostate? It lies in the same place that the true
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themselves, and comparing themselves among
themselves, are not wise. 2 Corinthians 13:5 Ex-
amine yaurselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except
ye be reprobates? 1 John 2:5 He that saith he
abideth in him ought himsclf also 50 to welk,
even as he walked.

Remember, dear Reader that the day of the com-
ing of the Lord shall be as the days of Naah.
And it is said of that population, that although
they heard the preaching of righteousness and
‘witnessed the building of that huge ocean-going
vessel, they “knew not!”

Matthew 24:39 And knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; 5o shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. Luke 21:34
And teke heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares

Dear ones, the fatal, soul damning disease of
apostasy is exclusively found among the pro-
fessed churchi Just as different races, in different
Locations of the world have unique diseases not
found in other races, so apostasy is only found
among the realm of professing religionists, For
one cannot apostatize from that which he has
mot first professed!

In Chiists parable, all four soils received the
same seed of the word. (Matthew 13:3-9). Sev-
enty five percent of them brought forth 1o fruit
to perfection, but fell away and withered. Apos-
tates first learn the gospel as tares AMONG the
wheat - sitting on the same church benches,
singing the same songs, and hearing the same
preaching! 1L Lakes the same gospel in vrder Lo
rmake anantichrist as it does to make a christiant
1 John 2:18 Little childeen, it is the lust time:
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come,
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The heart that knows no repentance, contimu-
ally amasses the wrath of God against itselfl Ro-
‘mams 2:5 Bt after thy hardness and fmpenitent
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every
man according to his deeds: John 3:36 He that
believeth on the Son hath everlastinglife: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see lfe; but
the wrath of Gad abideth an him.

Take note of the progressiveness of the Lord's
displeasure as the apostates develop.

First he was gricved. Hebrews 3:10 Wherefore [
was grieved with that generation, and said, They
do alway err in their heart; and they have not
known my vags. But as they continucd to gricve
him, that grief progressed into full blown wratht
Hebrews 3:11 50 1 sware in my wrath, They shall
not enter into my rest) Romans 2:5 But after
thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up
nto thyself wrath agains! the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6
Who will render to every man according to his
deeds:

And how is the heart diligently kept? It can only
be kept in holiness and purity by it focus upon
the Lord Jesus Christ! That is what the apos-
tle is emphasizing to these Hebraw believers in
Hebrews 3:1, and in verse 12. And he contin-
s to press this in later chapters. Hebrews 12:2
Looking unta Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before
‘him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 For consider him that endured such con-
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds. 25 Sce that yo
refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped
not who refused him that spake on earth, much
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Believer comes to be 2 barn again child of God! -
1t takes place in the heart!

Listen at these verses in our Hebrews three chap-
ter: Hebrews 3:8 Harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation, in the day of temptation in the
wilderness: 10 Whersfore 1 was grieved with
that generation, and said, They do alway err in
their heart; and they have not known my ways.
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
theliving God.

‘They did err *in their heart!” But that is where
the repentant sinner believes “unto righteous-
ness Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart
‘man believeth unta righteousness; and with the
‘mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the gaod
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things:
and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth
forth evil things. 19 For out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

Therefore we are strongly cautioned to guard
ur hearts very carefully, Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the is-
sues of life. 19 Hear thow, my son, and be wise,
and guide thine heart in the way.

‘The heart is desperately wicked, for itis theplace
where atheistic tendencies appear, Psalm 53:1
‘The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Corrupt are they, and have done abominable in-
iquity: there is none that doeth good. Jeremiah
17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?
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Dear One, the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints is the same gift available for
bringing of one to the Lard in this day. Whether
back in Enoch's day, without the blessing of a
bible, or in this day, with the completed revela-
tion, it is faith that pleases God and progresses
thebelicver into his presence.

lebrews 11:5 Dy faith Cnoch was translated
that he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated him: for be-
fore his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he that cometh to God
st believe that heis, and that he s a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him. A5 it is faith
‘which pleases God, so it s apostasy that renders
him no pleasure! Hebrews 10:38 Now the just
shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasire in him.

Romans 11:5 Even so then at this present time
also there isa rennant according Lo the election
of grace. 7 What then? Israel hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 21 For if
God spared not the natural branches, take heed
lest he also spare not thee. 22 Behold there-
fore the goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness,
if thou contimue in his gaodness: otherwise thou
also shaltbe cut off

Its not the starting gate, but the finish line that
shall reveal the true believer! Matthew 10:22
bot he that endureth fo the end shall he saved.
Hebrews 3:14 For we are made partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confi-
dence stedfast unto the end;
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‘more shall not we escape, if we turn away from
him that spealceth from heaven:

Therefore professing “brethren” are warned to
“Take heed” lest an evil heart be found in them
that will eventually cause them to depart from
theTiving God! For remember that apostasy does
Tot grow anywhere else except in the sol of pro-
fessed religion! Romans 11:21 Tor if God spared
mot the natural branches, take heed lest he also
spare not thee. 22 Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God: on them which fell, sever-
ity; ut toward thee, gaodness, if thou continue
in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off.

Hebrews 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled; 16 Lest there be any fornicator, or pro

fame person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat
sold his birthright. 17 For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have inherited the
blessing he wasrejected: for he found e place of:
repentance, though he sought it carefully with
tears.

Esau's heart was unrepentant even when hiseyes
were full of tears! And we have a lot of Esauls
todzy in religion. But there was no repentance in
his heart, ashe only sought to regain theblessing
he had lost! He still cared not for the inherited
right of birth to spend his life walling with Godt
Genesis 25:32 And Esau s2id, Behold, I am at the
point to die: and what profit shall this birthright
dotome?

Like many in taday’s world of azganized religion
Esan was physically in the house of Isaac, but
not spiritually harned of God! Matthew 15:8 This
‘people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoureth me with theix lips; but their
heartis far from me.
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CHAPTER FIVE: EVIL
HEART AND THE
DARKEND MIND
OF DARKNESS OF

THE UNBELIEF

[Prayer] Father, we thank Thee for the word of
God. We remernber the Scriptures speak of it as
a living word; living and powerful, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even ta the divid-
ing asunder of the soul and spirit. That it isa dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,
and that iLis the word with which we have Lo do.
‘We thank Thee, Lord, for the exhortation to that
effect, because we realize us we read through the
word of God that over and over again, Thou didst
say with respect to Israel that they did not hear
Ty word, did mot listen to it were disobedient,

We remember the comments that they had for-
gotten Thee; that they had forsaken Thee and,
Vord, we pray that that may not be our experi-
ence. We thank Thee for the encouragement of
the Holy Spirit, the ministry of the Spirit within
our hearts, drawing us closer to Thee, opening
our hearts and minds to Thy truth and cnabling
us to be pleasing to Thee, O God, our Father, we
pray thet each one of us may, truly, be pleasing
to Thee in submission to Thee and Thy word. We
ask, Lord, as we study tonight, that Thy presence
shall be with us in Ue spiit, and thal we may be
vesponsive to Thy truth. We look forward to our
time of study together.

Infesus’ name, Amen.

“Therefore, as the Hoty Spirit says, ‘Today, if you
will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts s in
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sex has become the most abused and debauched
of all bodily activities erroneously believed to as-
suageman's brittle impulses and ego. Itschannel
of abuse includes prostitution, rape, bestiality,
sodomy and other forms of decadence.

The female folks among us, sisters, daughters,
cousins and nieces are always at the receiving
end of sexual entreaty. On daily basis, women
are humiliated by their irreverent and morally
debased male connterparts wha insist on having
sex with them before one favour ot another is
granted. In our country, there aze documented
incidents of sexual abuse and regrettably most
culpable men are highly placed in the socicty.
‘These are men who command our respect in the
open but are innate sexual predators and incar-
nates of the devil in privae. Often, social val-
uies have been compromised through sexual im-
morality perpetuated by men who are convulsed
by a grisly craving for Uhe female anatomy.

Recentl, reports trended on sociel media narrac-
ing how a lecturer in a first generation unive:
sity allagedly asked  female student to have sex
with him in order to have her grades upgraded
from 33 to 40 which is the accepted pass mark.
Kigerians were aghas at this level of immoral-
ity especially coming frorm a universily leclurer
who ought to be a moral compass for students.
More so, it reveals the kind of vulgarity and
mmoral decay that take place in our higher insti-
tutions where marks are given in exchange for
sex in which case, half baked, empty graduates
are preduced, Few lecturers who indulge in this
dastardly act have brought the nable, exalted,
academic profession to distepute, Shamefully,
these manic lecturers can keep a female stu
dent in school as long as she insists to protect
the sanctity of her womanhaod, Some female
students have graduated from universities with
lower class of degrees because they refused to
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the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness,
where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw
My warks forty years. Tharefre 1 was angry with
vhat generation” and said, ‘They ahways g0 astray
in their eart, and they have not known My ways.
501 swore in My wrath, they shall not enter My
rest. Beware, brethren, les there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelicf in departing from th living
God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called
Today, lest any of you be hardened through the de-
ceitfiulness of sin.” Hebrew 3:7-12.

Incidentally, that word "sin” here has the article
with it, and while it's not an essential, by way of
translation, it may be, “the deceitfulness of the
sin," that we are speaking about, the sin of apos-
tasy, At least that’s the sin, at any rate.

“For we have hecome partakers of Christ if we
hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast
to the end while it is said, ‘Today, if you will
hear His voice do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion. For who having heard rebelled? In-
deed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led
by Moses? Now with whorm was He angry forty
years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
corpses fell i the wilderness? And to whom did
He swear that they would not enter His rest, but
to those who did not obey? So we see that they
could not enter in because of unbelief”

1t has been said, that the saddest word in the
Bible is not death, it isnot Hell it is not depart or
lost but sin. Someone has said, I’ the fountain
of woe, the mother of sorrows,” now you can see
from that that Saddam did not introduce that
figure, the “Mother of Al Battles,” bur here, lang,
ago, someane said that s, “The mother of sor-
rows,as universal as human nature, as cternal as
human history. If o, then the word “unbelief” is
the word that should cast a dismal, lugubrious,
funcreal pall over all for itis the root of sin.”
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Zacharias was deaf and dumb, Deaf and dumb!
What opened his ears and loosed his tongue.
Faith! That's all, Just helieving the promise that
his name would be John. So, what I'm going to
do 15 just say this: unbelief makes & men deaf
toward God, dumb toward men. Faith gives the
man the ability to speak and the abiliry to hear
the Lord God. What a beautiful illustration it is.
So, whats the remedy for unbelief? Why, it's
plain. Abandon it. Forever abandon it, by the
grace of God.

Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God, we are told. Start reading the word
of God, if you have any question about it. And if
you want more faith, keep reading the word of
God. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the
ward of God.

S0, you want faith, don't you? Read the word of
God. You say you want faith, and you don't read
the word of God, da you really want faith? Not
rmuch... Not much. There are other things you
want more.

Faith comes by hearing; hearing by the word of
God

Eaith opens Zacharias’ mouth. The Living God
and the unbelieving heart, on earth, are united
there

‘What a marvelous - what a marvelous cxhorta-
tion! Take heed, brethren, st there be in any of
us and evil heart of unbelief in departing from
theliving God.

May God give us u desire to read His word and
study His word; and then, to live in the light of
that word, to be submissive to that word, to take
it a3 an opportunity to grow to know the lord, to
start obeying the word of God, [f necessary, start
in the little things.

But, let’s by God's marvelous grace, learn what it
isto grow in the knowledge of our great God and
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Know this?” Well, he's been told by the Lo
That’s how you can know it

Iow, whatis interesting about this, I thinls, s, et
me turnover tothe latter part of this chapter. In-
cidentally, 1 should have gone on and read here,
inverse 19, of Luke 1

“and the angel answered and said to him, ‘T em
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and
was sent o speakto you and bring you these glad
tidings. But behold, you will bemute and not able:
to speak until the day these things take place, be-
cause you did not believe my words which will be
Fulfilled in their own time”

50, he would be dumb, unable to speak,

Kow, in the latter part of the chapter, after John
is born, we read over in verse 62, of chapter 1,
after John, now, has been born, and the question
of the name arises. And they've circumcised the
child. And they would have called him by the
name of his father, Zacharizs. But, verse 60

God.

“His mother answered and said, 'No; he shall be
called John,

But they said fa her, “There is no one among,
your relatives whois called by this name: Sothey
‘made signs to his father,.."

Iow, if he was just dumb, they wouldn't have to
make any signs. What shall be his name? He'd
write it down. But they made signs to him.

Some commentators say, well, its customary for
people who are dumb, to treat them as if they
were deaf. But, it's not necessary.

S0, they made signs to his father:

“—what he would have him called. And he asked
for a writing tablet, [he cannot talk yet. lle is a
mute,| and wrote, saying, 'His name is john. So
they all marveled. Immediately his mouth was
apened and his tongue lansed, and he spoke,
praising God.”
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difference that governs the characteristic nature
of male and female fatuses. God tells them to "Be
fruitful and increase in numher; fill ll the earth
and subdue " (Gen 1:28)."

€. Lewis, many years ago in his book Mere Chris
tianity, described our contemporary struggle
with human sexuality in the following words:
The Christian idea of morriage is based on Christ’s
words that @ man and wife are to be regarded as
a single organism—for that is what the words “one
flesh? would be in modern English. And the Chris-
tians believe that when He said this He was not ex-
pressing a sentiment but stating a fact-just as one
is stating a fact when one says that a lock and its
key are ome mechanism, or that a violin and a bow
are one muusical instrument. The inventor of the
human maching was telling us that its two halves,
the male and the female, were made to be combined
vogether in pairs, not simply on the sextal level, but
totally combined. The monstrosity of sexual inter-
course ouiside marriage is that those who indulge
in it are trying to Isolate one kind of union (the
sexual) from all the other kinds of union which vas
intended to go along with it and make up the total
union. The Christian atcitude does not mean that
there is anything wrong about sexual pleasure, any
more than about the pleasure of eating. It means
that you must not isclate that pleasure and try to
et it by itself, any more than you ought to try to
vt the pleasures of taste without swallowing and
digesting, by chewing things and spitting them out
again

In simple terms, sexual immorality is essentially
the engagement in sexual acts outside of the
sanctity of marriage, the divine union of creat-
ing and fostering life. Continue reading to leam
the practical and spiritual consequences of be-
cominga slave to your passions when succurnb-
ingto the temptation of scxual immorality.
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Savior, Jesus Christ, Let’s bow together in aword
of prager.

[Prayer] Father, we are so grateful to Thee for
the lessons of the word of God and for admoni-
tions of the word of God. And, when we think
of the children of Israel, with the great privi-
leges of secing the waters of the Red Sea parted,
and the children of Israel marching through out
of Egypl, Lo Lhe salvation Lhat the Lord God
was providing for thern, and when we think of
the other ways in which Thou didst manifest
Thy marvelous grace to them; Lord, deliver us,
O God, deliver us from that kind of failure in
our lives? Enable us, Lord, truly, to grow in grace
and knowledge of our Lord, and to be pleasing to
Thee in submission to Thy word.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE
HOUSE OF DARKNESS
AND THE TEMPLE
OF IMMORALITY

Intellect and morality operate on different
tracks. Intellect has to do with knowledge
Morality has to do with motive and behavior.
Intellect can get you ajob. Morality can help you
keep it. Intellect can get you good grades. Moral-
ity involves Lrealing olhers with respect, regard-
Less of their Q. Intellect is often admired, unless
of course u person's immorality overshudows
their smarts,

God ereated angels to be extremely intelligent.
Some of the angels went rogue and pursued im
morality and disobedience. Not a very smart
choice on their part.

Some of history's most brutal dictators have had
2 high IQ They were "smart" about discovering
new ways to control and dominate peaple. Intel.
ligence can provide you with influence and sta-
tus, but only morality will assure that you use
your authority wisely.

Intelligence is a gift from God, asis godly moral-
ity. The most intelligent being in the universe of
course is God. Ne one comes close to His level
of intelligence. And no one comes close to His
level of moral purity. He hasall knowledge, and is
completely pure through and through.

In the wisdom of God, the Father sent the Son to
die on the cross for our sins, Man hy nature s not
smart enovgh tounderstand why this happened.
But when the Holy Spirit enlightens man's mind,
he s able to trust in the cross of Christ for the
forgivencss of sins.
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Egypt. In fact, he went to prison, accused by her
of rape. So angered was this rejected woman that
she faricated a stery, But God honored Joseph's
faithfulness.

t is the intention of this message? Its
twofold

One, itis to faithfully portray God's view of what
He created you to be as a sexual human being
in a way that does not push you toward asceti-
s on the one extreme or sexual anarchy at the
other extreme. It is to challenge you to claim the
help of the Holy Spirit to keep yourself faithful
to Jesus Christ and, in the process, be faithful to
yourself and others, urging you to fi
tion, remembering that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit.

Two, it s to minister a word of God's grace if you
have cut corners. God is in the business of wel-
coming you home if you're willing to repent. To
you, God affers His gaod news of forgiveness. He
‘accepts youas you are, He gives youa clean slate
You may bear the scars on your memory of ac-
tions and thoughts that countered His will. Yet
He is willing and He yearns to transform you
into 2 right relationship with Him, He promises
to remove your sins as far as the east is from
the west and to give you a brand-new begin-
ming, He wants o lift you out of that grocery list
of brokenness, which Paul gives in 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:9-11 when he writes, “Do you not know
that wrangdaers will not inherit the ldingdom of
God? Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters,
adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves,
the greedy, drunlards, revilers, rodbers-none of
these will inherit the kingdom of God. And this
is what some of you used to be. But you were
‘washed, you were sanctified, you weré justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the
spirit of our God.”
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The goodness of the Holy Spirit is then infused
into man. The result of this infusion is some-
thing the Bible ealls "fruit." There is good fruit
in this world, and there is bad fruit, The fruit of
faith in Jesus is very good indeed. It turns rebels
into disciples who love people and want to help
others.

Christianity is not merely “better morality.” It
goes even deeper than the fru. It goes to the
heart, which is where the good fruit gets pro-
duced by the Lord. Good fruit does not depend
on the level of a person's intelligence. Instead,
it requires spiritual power from God, and obedi-
ence on the part of the believer.

If man's intelligence could fix his sin problem,
there would have been no need for the Son of
God (o leave the glory of heaven and come o
earth to sufer and die for us. After all, why leave
heaven if man is holy enough and smart enough
tofix himself?

Charles Sell stated it beautifully: "If our great-
est need had been information, God would have
sentusan educator. If our greatest need had been
techmology, God would have sent s a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money, God would
have sent us an sconomist. If our greatest need
had been pleasure, God would have sent usan en-
tertainer, Dut our greatest need was forgiveness,
50 God sentus a Savior.”

Man's 1Q can get in the way of him coming to
Christ, Man feels too smart to humble himself
before His Creator and admit his sin to God. Such
humility stings man's pride, especially if all he
has previously known s the message of self-es-
teem.

It popular foday to teach man fo feel gaod
about himself, and that his only "sin" s to think
t00 little of himself. In that way, man is skilled
at trying to sit on God's thrane, Deep down, man
thinks he deserves that spot. And his intclligence
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ourselves at the foot of the cross, and let go of the
myth that somehow our intelligence is going to
save s and fix our moral issues, It won't happen.
Aand that's why prisons are filled with people
of every intelligence level. Immorality is o re-
specter of persons, and no respecter of 1Q. It will
cut you down in your prime, and leave youlying
on the road to die like a dog.

Good thing the Lord didn't leave us to our own
sclfish and proud pursuits. If He had, this lifc
would be absolutely hopeless. But with Christ,
there is eternal hope. There is heaven, and a
friendship with God that never ends

Saunds like just the thing man needed ell along.
And just the thing to fix the problems our im-
morality creates for us.

Intellect and morality operate on different
tracks. Intellect has to do with knowledge
Morality has to do with motive and behavior.
Intellect can get you ajob. Morality can help you
keep it. Intellect can get you good grades. Moral-
ity involves Lrealing olhers with respect, regard-
Less of their Q. Intellect is often admired, unless
of course u person's immorality overshudows
their smarts,

God ereated angels to be extremely intelligent.
Some of the angels went rogue and pursued im
morality and disobedience. Not a very smart
choice on their part.

Some of history's most brutal dictators have had
2 high IQ They were "smart" about discovering
new ways to contrel and dominate peaple. Intel.
ligenee can provide you with influence and sta-
tus, but only morality will assure that you use
your authority wisely.

Intelligence is a gift from God, asis godly moral-
ity. The most intelligent being in the universe of
course is God. Ne one comes close to His level
of intelligence. And na one comes close to His
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only adds to his delusions if he digs in his heels
and refuses to repent of his sin. Man is incapable
of fixing himself, [t won't happen. Man is oo
‘messed up and oo proud of himself.

The only salution to mani's deep pride s the cross
of Jesus Christ. Only at the cross can man get the
new heart he so desperztely needs. Only at the
c1oss can man find an answer to his insatiable
immorality. The more man feeds his addictions,
the more he creves the very things which de-
stroy him.

Meanwhile, man tends to place his hope in his
education. But what can intellectual pursuits do
for him if the needs of his soul go unmet?

It reminds me of a comment from a prison war-
den in Kirikiri maximum in Lagos State Nige-
ria who happens to be a strong Christian. The
warden stated that unless a criminal meets the
Lord, he may end up leaving prison as noth-
ing more Lhan a smarter criminal He will have
learned new tricks from other criminals, and his
additional intelligence will only make him more
dangerous.

Such s the nature of man. Smarts without the
Savior only leads to trouble. And it never gets to
the zoot of the problem. Only the cross of Christ
and the blood of Jesus can rescue man at that
level

The problem with man is that he lives according
t0 his feelings, and therefore, he tends to destray
himself. And his intelligence only seems to add
to his ability o figure out ways to do i, What
2 mess we make of ourselves, and what amazing
love God has for us. He reached down to fix our
immorality; to heal our soul; o forgive our sins;
taredeam s for etemity; and to establish ahasis
upon which we could enter a loving relationship
with our Creator.

Talk about smart. God knew just what He was
doing. And we are wise if we choose to humble





index-81_1.jpg
over and over, if you've been reading through the
Bible, you know that the term “rock” is a term
applied to the Lard God. So, Moses, the represen-
tative of the law, smites the rock, Christ, in judg-
ment, and what results. Well, we read that the
water of life floves out. “And water will corne out
ofit that the people may drink. And Moscs did so
in thesightof the elders of the children of Israel.”
Someone has said that, “What we have here is
an illustration of the positive side of lohn 3:16
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
shall not perish, |the negative side, ‘but should
have everlastingife.” And so the waters flowing
out of the ock illustrate and underline the pos.
itive side of the ministry of our Lords death on
the Cross.

Many years ago, 1 heard Dr. Barnhouse in some
meetings, T guess they were in Birmingham, Al-
abama, although T did hear him when he was
here in Dallas and in Fort Worth. In fact, when-
ever he came within driving range, I would al-
ways go to hear him, in those early days. In one
of his messages, while he was on a tour, hich
he made every spring, he made the remark that,
“fesus Christ,” he said in ane of his messages,
“was the pre-existent person who ministered to
Iscael in Old Testament times before he was
born? And he suid, the next day, in the town
where he was, he went out and sat on a bench in
the park of the city to enjoy 4 bit of relaxation.
Anda woman approached him and said, “l heard
you preach last night. And 1 enjoyed what you
had to say. But there's one thing you said that
was ridiculous, You said that, jesus was alive in
the Old Testament times before he was born. |
cannot believe that "

And Dr. Barnhouse had his Bible with himand he
said, “Would you sit down here? And, would you
take my Bible." He used to do that all the time, If
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only we had died when our brethren died before
the Lord! [Isn't that pathetic. Don't you feel so
sarry for them?] Why have you braught up the
assembly of the Lord into this wilderness that
we and our animels should die here? And why
have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring
us to this cvil place? It is not a place of grain
or figs or vines or pomegranates; nor s there
any water to drink’ So Moses and Aaron went
from the presence of the assembly ta the daor
of the tabernacle of meeting, and they fell on
their faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared
to them. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
“Take the rod; you and your brother Auron gather
the congregation together. Speak to the rock be
fore their eyes, [Notice that, “speak to the rock
mot, smite the rock. Speak o the rock. Tean't go
into details here, but | just suggest to you that
the reason that he says “speak to the rack” even
using a different term for rack, is suggestive of
the great 1ligh Priest, which we believers have.|
Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will
yield its water; thus you shall bring water for
Fhem aut of the racl, and give drink fo the con-
gregation and their animals. 5o Moses Took the
rod from before the Lord as He commanded him.
And Moses and Aaron gathered the asseniby to-
gether before the rock; and he said to them, ‘Hear
now, you rebels.”

1Us inleresting isil it because he s rebelling
himself. The very point at which he is calling
them rebels, he s disobeying because, “Hear now
you rebels rust we bring water. What do you
Tmean? Azron and I bring water out of the rock?
Whose glory is he robbing and stealing? Why the
glory of God, Must we, Moses the law giver, Aaron
the high priest, they can't give water.

“Hear now you rebels must we bring water for
‘you out of this rock? Then Moses lifted his hand
and spoke to the rock [No, no.] struck the rock





index-82_1.jpg
you wanted to talk to him, he would make you
Took up passages of Scripture. So, I guess, if you
veally had to talk to him, you had fo know the
order of the books of the Bible because he would
say, “Find that verse.” Well, I can hear him doing
that now.

He gave her the Bible and he said, “You look up
1 Corinthians chapter 10, verse 4, and then read
iL* And 50 she read It And he said that she read
this, and the story at this point in 1 Corinthians
is the Apostle is tallcing about the children of Is
rael and their experiences. And he says, “And all
drank the same spiritual drink For they drank of
that spirituz Rock that followed them, and that
Rock was Christ.” He won that argument.

Well, now, this is one of the incidents. Now,
this s the incident that ocenrred shartly after
they've come out of Egypt. Now, the second in-
stance is the one referred to first, verse § of He-
brews 3. “Do not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion.” S0 let's turn to the rebellion, chapter
200f the Book of Numbers. And you can see that
the first miracle occurred in the beginning of the
wilderness wanderings, the next mentioned in
the same verse, occuss forty years later. I'mgoing
to begin with Numbers chapter 20 in verse 1,
because if some of you are reading through the
Bible, and you're not yet to Numbers. Verse 1
In fuct, some of you haven't begun yet. And Dan
Duncan has told us to read through the Bible this
year, and you're behind.

“Then the children of Istacl, the whole congrega-
tion, came into the Wilderness of Zin in the first
month, and the peaple stayed in Kadesh; and
Miriam died there and was buried there. Now
there was no water for the congregation; 5o they
gathered together against Moses and Aaron. And
the people contended with Moses and spoke,
[Thisis forty years later, approximately] the peo-
ple contended with Moses and spoke, saying, ‘If
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ment. He says in verse 12, “Beware, brethren,
take heed brethren, departing” This is an inter-
estingword, hecause when he says, “an evil heart
of unbelief in departing from the Eving God”
we get an idea of the primary sin that he’s con-
cerned about with reference to the Hebrews.

‘The vrord for departing s the Greek term aphis-
temi and the form apostani. Now, if you just
can pronounce e Lerm “apostasy” you can see

aphistemi is close to it. Aphistemi comes from

the word that means “to stand.” histemi, and apo
‘which means “to stand off” What
He's a person who's made a profession, but now
he's turning away from it. So “take heed, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief
in departing” Apostatizing is the term, “Apos-
tatizing from the living God” That's what he's
concerned about with the Hebrew believers be-
cause they don't show the evidence of grawth in
the lnowledge of the Lord and in grace that one
should expect of growing, healthy Christian be-
lievers. Anybody who knows anything about the
Christian church, the Evangelical Church, knows
there are countless llustrations of those who
have been with us, ostensibly, visibly, no longer
with us. 1 don't mean someone has gone to an-
other church whes still a vital Christian testi-
mony, I'm talking about those who do not care
at all for the things of the Lord, now, but at one
Lime Lhey sal in the pews, heard Lhe ministcy of
the word of God, and even made expressions of
appreciation for it. There are a number of people
‘who have sat in our pews who are just like that.
They've departed from the living God. “Beware,
brethren,” beware brethren, beware sisters “lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief
in departing from the iving God” Unbeliefis the
product of a wicked heart; an evil heart of unbe-
Tief,
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twice with his rod; and water came out abun-
dantly, |God remarkably does his part | and the
congregation and their animals drank. Then the
Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did
not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the
children of Istael, [To set Me apart as the one
through whom, alonc, this mighty miracle can
be performed. Must we? S0, they failed to hallow,
sanctify, the Lord God] therefore you shall not
bring this assembly into the land which I have
given them. This was the water of Meribah be-
cause the children of Israel contended with the
Lord, and He was hallowed among them.”
Aaron, as you know, died, Moses was unable to
enter into the land, he can anly see it from
afurbecause of disobedience; disobedience of the
people and disobedience of Moses, too. And so
here it's ealled. “Do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion in the day of trial in the wilder-
mess” So here we are forty years the children
of Isracl have been in the wilderness guided by
Moses, the great lawgiver, God speaking to them
and at the end of it, they are disobedient. Isn't
that a striing, striking thing that after forty
years of the ministry of the Lord God in their
midst by miracles and signs and wonders, they
are still Alled with, what our author calls, an evil
heartof unbeliet.

Now, let's look at the admenition in verse 12
through verse 15, “Beware, brethren, lest there
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in de-
parting from the living God.” 5o the Hebrews
are warned against similar experience, what has
been called an irretrievable sin. And what we're
going to see when we come to the chapters like
6 and 10, is that there is such a thing that can
be called an irvetrievabe sin, illustrated also in
ur 1 ord's ministry when in the last dags before
His cross, he speaks sbout Isracl having departed
from Him and, therefore, consigned to judg-
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steadfast to the end.” Notice, it's “to the end " It's
mot partial, It to the end.

Now, there are lots of Christians that find this a
very difficult thing because they look at them-
selves and they can see things in their lives that
are not pleasing to the Lord, at the moment and
50 when they look at this they seem to lose all
assurance of their salvation. “For we have be-
come partakers of ChrisUif we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence steadfast to the end” But,
what is the confidence that we hold? Its simply
that the Seriptures are the word of God and that
Godiin his marvelous grace has implanted in our
hearts a trust in him, When we say 4 Christian
perseveres, we don't meana Christian perseveres
in a certain style of life, Take a look at Jacob?
e didn't persevere. One minute he was p, an-
other mament down, Abraham the same way.
Abraham was a liar. Isaac fallowed along in his
example. Helied, too. But the one thing that was
characteristic of Abraham, Iseac, and Jacob was
they had a fundamental trust in the Lord God in
the midst of all of their failure. Sanctification is
that which is working in our hearts and minds
todey, as Christians. And God has a way to deal
with our sin in the Scriptures, like there is fam-
il discipline. The Corinthians were told by the
apostle, because of their disorders at the Lord's
‘Table, “for this cause some of youare weak, some
of you are sickly, and some have actually fallen
asleep.”

But he uses the term for falling aslesp that ap-
‘plies only to believers, They were genuine believ-
ers and what the doctrine of perseverance says
is that the man who has come to Christ and
believed in him will never apostatize from the
faith. He may fail. He may do things that are dis-
Dleasing to the Lord, But the faith implanted by
the Lord God in his heart, through regeneration,
that new life, because the first act of new lifeisto
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The majority of people, unfortunately, 1 think,
rank unbelief among the venial rather than the

mortal sins. They apologize for it; if you talk to
Christians, and they will apologize for their un-
belief. Its like it's something we all have, and so
we apologize, even think less of it. And when we
apologizc for it, we cven assume an air of hu-
mility, We understand our unbelief. e wish we
could believe more. And pretty soon, you can see
the little rays of sanctification because 'm so pa-
thetic and I cannot believe. I have trouble with
unbelief. Look, my Christian friend, the person
who s an unbeliever has an evil heart. It an evil
heart of unbelief. And we'll see in & moment, it's
the most serious of all sins. Unbelief! s not tri
fling, Its mot part of humility to confess t. I don't
say that a person should not confess the sin of
umbelief, Confess it to the Lord. But confess it as
anevil,a product of the evil heart of unbelief,

The author goes on to say, “But exhort one an-
other daily.” Unbelief is very deceptive. You can
sce that in Genesis chapter L. Satan knew how
he could defeat Eve and defeat Adam. “Is it re-
ally true that God said that you should not eat
of every trec of the garden?” That's kind of likea
“it's not wrong is it2* *“God indeed said you shall
not eat of every tree of the garden®” In verse 4,
after he's already put the hook in a little bit, he
says, “Oh, well, you will not surely die” And then
in verse 5, he wanls Lo allack Lhe Lord God's
character. “For God knowsthat in the day you eat
thereof, your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil” Very clever! Be
ke God!

And what is God? 11e’s a selfish person. 1le wants
all of that knowledge for himself. And so he's put
this test to you with that in mind, selfish. But he
says, “For we,” “Far we, have hecome partakers of
Christ if weholdthe deginning of our confidence
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“Do ot be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is
heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
som, and you shall call his name John. And you
will have joy and gladness, end many will rejoice
at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink. He wil also be filled with the Holy Spiri,
even from his mother's womb. And he will turn
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God. He will alsa ga before Him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wis-
dom of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord? And Zacharias said to the angel,
“How shall [ know this?

How shall 1 know this? Wait amoment. Did Mary
say something like that when the birth was an-
nounced to her of the Son? Well, we da read
somethinglike that, don't we? Over here we read
with reference to the announcement to Mary,
after the announcement is made. Incidentally,
John is said to be “great in the sight of the Lord”
We read, with reference to our Lord, “He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God will give Him the thronc of His
father David. And he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be
noend” And then, in verse 34, Mary said to him,
“How can this be, since I do not know a man?”
Why is Zacharias blamed for saying, “How shall
T know this?” whereas, Mary is not, for saying,
“How can this be, since | do not know a man?”
Well, you know the answer, of course. Zacharias
doubis the truthfulness of the promise just
madeto him. “llow can 1 know this?" Mary didn't
doubt the truth. She wondered how in the world
it could come to pass, “How can thisbe?” She ac-
cepted the truth of the matter, hut puzzled aver
the manner by which it would be done, Whereas
Zacharias doubts the fact, itself, “How can [
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believe in the Lord, that continues. That's what
we mean when we say, “We believe in the perse-
verance of the saints.” They will not fall away. "I
give unto them eternal life, and they shall never
perish?

‘Well, in the last few verses our author interprets
the lesson of the psalm.

“For who having heard rebelled? Indeed was it
not all who came out of Egypt led by Moses?
Now with whorn was He angry forty years? Was
itmot with those who sinned, whose corpses fell
in the wilderness? |A whole generation fell in
the wilderness.| And to whom did He swear that
they would not enter His rest, but to those who
didnot obey?”

50 we see, he says, they could not enter in be-
cause of unbelief, warning them against apos-
tasy.

One of the commentators has said, “Scof al the
ideathat unbelief is so fatal, that faith should be
50 decisive, Ts it 50 easy to scoff at the thought
of all of those graves in the wilderness, of that
whole generation?”

Well, let me conclude by use of an illustration.
We have a solemn peril here of unbelief. 1t's the
one damning sin, the one sin that exasperates
God, and it fonches all ather sins, It cancels the
promises of God. It voids the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. It separates an individual from the one
‘who makes the promises.

Kow, T'd like to illustrate this in the few mo-
ments that we have remaining by turning back
Lo Luke chapter 1. And you know Lhe story of
Zacharias, the husband of Elizabeth, the father
of John the Baptist. And you know that his birth,
John's, is announced first. And we read in verse
15 of Luke chapter 1, and the angel of the Lord is
speaking to Zacharias
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been harassed and titillated by the female folks
who practically offer themselves on a platter in
exchange for an opportunity they da nof merit.
There are some women today who have ad-
vanced in their careers ridding at the back of
sexual immorality. These women, married or
single can have scx with anybody at anytime to
get what they want, They use their bodies to
hoodwink, seduce and compromise vulnerable,
highly placed men with philandering absession.
In fact, many men today have been ruined be-
cause they allowed themselves to become cap-
tives by the seductive entrapment of a morally
deficit, strange woman.

If our society continue to desecrate the sacred
gift of sex in exchange for petty favours, if men
and women continue to advance the frontiers of
sexual immorality through unholy exchange, if
the powersthat be do not rise quickly to stem the
Lide of Lhis vice, Lhen our polily will degenerate
into a seismic decay that will Tob off on all as-
pectsof our national lives.

‘THE SEXUAL IMMORALITY
AND DEFINITION

“Interpersonal activity involving sex organs that
does not conform to God's revealed laws gov-
erning sexuality. The account of creation (Gen
1:1-28) includes reproductive activity as an cs-
sential part of the developmental scheme, This
important function is given special promi-
nence in the narrative describing the creation
of woman (Gen 2:21-24). In a process cloaked
in mystery, God Lakes an aspect of Adam and
fashions it into a genetic counterpart that is
specifically female, and which matches Adam's
maleness for purposes of reproducing the
species. Adam and Eve are thus equal and com-
plementary to one another, of the same physical
and gemetic composition apart from the slight
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GOD'S WORD IN THE SUBJECT MATTER
(SEXUAL IMMORALITY) AND BIBLICAL
TEACHING STANDARD

You and I can't read a newspaper, apen a mag-
azine, turn on a TV or g0 to a movie without
being barraged with sex. We cannot avoid this
Lopic, and fortunately, God gives us Lhe content
for our conversation. God, through the inspira-
tion of His Holy Spirit, addresses this issue time
after time in His Word, all the way from Genesis
to Revelation

e does it in a way that is primarily positive i
we tale the time to hear what He is really telling
us. The apostle Paul confronts the issue head-on,
a5 he writes 0 a church made up of men and
women living in & society every bit as sexually
distorted a5 ours, i not more so.

Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits
is outside the body, but the fornicator sins against
the body izself. Or do you not know that your bady
isatemple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you
have from God, and that you are not your owni For
youwere bought with a price; therefore glorify God
in your body (1 Cor. 6:18-20).

Three action principles leap out of this biblical
passage which 1 will like you to consider very
carefully.

1: Face the reality of your own sexuality and
your vulnerability to its distortion. A lot of
trouble comes when we repress our sexual fecl-
ings. They are there, All of us have them. Some of
us let them run free rein, getting ourselves into
trouble. Some of us deny we have those feelings,
pushing them down undemeath the surface,
only tofind that they pop up al strange moments
‘when we least expect them.

Paul doesn't beat around the bush. He keeps
bringing up this topic because he knows both
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God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his
‘power” (1 Corinthians 6:12-14).

‘This s seying that you and I are more than ani-
‘mals. We are not just made up of body parts and
nerve endings. You and 1 have the freedom to
da things, not just the way they come naturally,
but the way you and I were creared by God to do
things.

Far from being negative, the apostle Paul was a
proponent of freedom in Jesus Christ. Through-
out his missionary journeys, as he established
churches, he had to struggle with legalistic Ju-
daizers who wanted to tie up the new believers
in Christ inte knots of Levitical laws, Paul was
2 proponent of freedom in Christ. He contimu-
ally articulated what was the essence of the Old
Testament teachings. His theme was that God
had designed us to be fully human. We are more
than animals, We have the privilege of living ata
uch higher level of existence.

At the same time, Paul was very aware that
this teaching of Christian freedorm could be dis-
Lorted, 50 he quoles & saying: “All Lhings are law-
ful for me.” Then he adds a new dimension. He
states, *_but not all things are beneficial” He
then rearticulates the statement, “All things are
lawful for me” But then he states, “_but T will
not be dominated by anything”

Do you catch the delicate balance of this? Free-
dorm can be distarted intoa license. Alicanse can
then he distorted info the destruction of athers
and one's own self-destruction.

Oneaf the greatest New Testament teachings on
Christian freedom is Pauls letter ta the church
at Galatia. In i, Paul urges the believers to not
again submit thernselves to a yoke of slavery. He
begs tem ol Lo step back into a religion defined
by dos and don'ts, void of & personal relation-
ship with the Lord. He exhorts them to free
dorm, ot to a freedom that s license. He writes,
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the positive and negative realities of our human
sexuality. We are all vulnerable. This fact has
been driven home fo me as | have ohserved
several close friends in the ministry who have
stumbled into sexual immorality, with the re-
sults being catastrophic for their personel and
professional lives. Fortunatly, the gospel is onc
of healing and restoration. In a couple of these
situations, the marriages have survived and even
been strengthened. But the pain and the ongoing
side effects continue to be felt, both within their
nuclear families and in the extended family; the
Church of Jesus Christ.

Fortunately, | was raised in an environment that
talked freely about one's sexual vulnerability. |
‘made some early commitments as a teenager to
live aceording to biblical teachings. Although it
was a struggle at points, 1 found the Haly Spirit
was capable of empowerment. You and | must
be aware of our own vulnerability. The posture
of self-rightcousness that looks down at others
who have stumbled into sexual sin is the epit-
ome of spiritual arrogance and, frankly; sets us
up fora fall.

Turge you to face the reality of your own sexual-
ity and your own vulnerability to its distortion.
It is important that we look at ourselves in the
mirror and see ourselves as we are, created by
God as sexual persons, healthy, vital, alive, but
also engaged in spiritual warfare in which that
sexuality can quickly become distorted.

2: Deal honestly with the biblical theology of
your sexuality. Paul wrestles with this as he
Swrites, “All things are lawful for me, but nat all
things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful for
me; but 1 will not be dominated by anything.
“Food is meant for the stomach and the stom-
ach for food” and God will destroy both one and
the other. The body is meant not for fornication
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And
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into this world unwanted? I have watched young
couples, who once thought they were in love,
struggle with the decision of whefher or nof
to marry. There is no foolproof method of con-
traception. Many couples are not well enough
informed. Sometimes romantic feelings prevent
necessary precautions. Although the pill is con-
sidered by most doctors to be foolproof, persons
taking it are not. Either because of simple forget-
fulness ar some deep-seated inner mativation to
conceive in order to hold on to that fellow, a
‘woman who thinks she’s safe may become preg-
nant.

Ihe second reasen for avoiding premarital or
extramarital intercourse is the danger of dis-
case, The venereal disease has not been checked
by modern medicine. The increased incidence of
sexual promiscuity has brought about a tragic
soaring incidence of this. Venereal discase is ex-
ponential in its increase, as society is less and
less careful about sexual behavior. And we have
not even mentioned to this point the topic of
AIDS and the havoc of death that it is bring-
ing throughout the world, in both the homosex-
ual and hetcrosexual communitics. The fact is
that AIDS, genita] herpes, syphilis, hepatitis, and
pelvic inflammatory disease are tragic realities
in our world.

And if you want to read a tragic story of what
venereal disease can do to a person, read William
Manchester's biography of Winston Churchill,in
‘which he deseribes how Churehill's father, Lord
Randolph Churchill contracted syphilis through
premarital sexual involvement. He describes
how this promising Dritish politician gradually
eroded in the very public eye and, over a period
of years, self.destructed and died. You read a few
starics Tike that from secular biographies, and
they make you think that God's ways, far from
being negarive, are positive
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers, and
sisters; only de not use your freedom as an op-
portunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves ta one anather. For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, "You
shall lave your neighbor as yourself” If, however,
you bitc and devour one another, take carc that
you are not consumed by one another” (Gala-
tians 5:13-15)

3: Have this at the back of your mind that
sexual sin destroys, so flee from it! Paul writes,
“Shun fornication! Every sin that a person com.
mits Is outside the body; but the fornicator sins
against the body itself” (1 Corinthians 6:18).
Sexual si, by its very definition and reality, is
dehumanizing. You become an animal, You de-
clare yourself to be nothing but body parts and
nerve endings. It destroys you, and it destrogs
others.

Why would God be 50 strict? Is He an angry
old grandfather somewhere up in the sky who
‘wants to destroy our fun in life? Not for a mo-
ment! He created sex. He gave It to s as a pos-
itive, fulfilling activity. He wants it to be chan-
neled for your very best interest. Far from His
commands being negative and inhibiting, they
are guides to the healthiest kind of sexual living
possible. In fact, even if one is not a Christian
and has no respect for biblical teaching, there are
some good, comemon-sense reasons for avoiding
premarital or extramarital intercourse

7 CAREFUL REASONS WHY YOU MUST
AVOID EXTRAMARITAL OR PREMARITAL
SEXUAL IMMORALITY

One reason to avoid premarital or extramarital
intercourse is the possibility of pregnancy.

Yes, even with “the pill” the frequency of un-
‘wanted pregnancies continues toincrease. What
is more tragic than for a child to be brought
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symibolic of commitment, even when that com-
‘mitment is not really there,

The fifth reason to avoid premarital or extra-
‘marital intercourse is that it is not a reliable test
of sexual compatibility. Many & man has told
me, “I would never marry a woman withaut try-
ing her out first " He might just be surprised to
find that there’s a major difference between sex
outside and inside marsiage. The secrecy sur-
rounding premarital sex often heightens one’s
excitement. Needless to say, both will be on their
very best behavior, knowing that their failure to
perform could lead to the end of their relation-
ship. How different is sex in a marriage where
both have the security of ultimate commitment?
Sex is mot geared to one’s having to meet a par-
ticular standard. It is meant to share in the
most intimate way possible a way which will
procreate and alsa bring personal fulfillment.
A normal healthy man and a normal healthy
woman, from both a psychological and physio-
logical standpoint, should be able to find sexual
compatibility. Premarital experimentation will
not necessarily assureit. In fact, it is more likely
to injure or at least detract from ultimatc scxual
compatibility.

A sixth zeason to avoid premarital or extramar-
ital intercourse is that it often creates an ob-
sessive interest in sex. 've talked with couples
who have slipped into this relationship before
marriage to find that sex is zbout all they think
about. Whereas they used to have fun datingand
being with other people, their lfe is now geared
toward sex. Thisisno way tolive. A happily mar-
vied couple spends a very small fractian of their
time having sex compared to all the other activi-
ties that fill their lives, Obsessive interest insexis
abmormal

And a seventh reason to avoid premarital or cx-
tramarital sex is that it can have & marring and
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A third zeason to avoid premarital or extramar-
ital intercourse is that many men are driven to
sexual conquests to prove their masculinity. I
pity the woman who gets trapped in this false
situation. If only the average young woman
could listen in for a few moments ta the con-
versation in a men's locker room, she would take
rmuch less seriously the romantic pleadings, “If
you really love me, you wouldn't sey 'no.” And
Tow the stereotypical view of men being more
interested in sex than women is no longer the
case. How often weread about women who, hav-
ing no desire for 2 love relationship and mar-
viage, are simply on the market looking for the
ideal male by whorm they can become pregnant.
The fourth reason for avoiding premarital and
extramarital intercourse i that it can he per-
sonally destructive, emotionally, psychologically
and spiritually. Premarital and extramarital sex
is habit-forming. In most cases, it fs not some-
thing a couple docs once or twice and quits
doing. It develops a personal interdependence
‘wherein no real ultimate commitment has been
agreed upon. It is an agonizing experience for a
pastor to deal with the emotional, psychological
and spiritual fragmentation, which o often is
the experience of the man or woman who then
getsjilted.

1 would be the first to acknowledge that some-
times people seem to walk through the maze of
various sexual relationships seemingly unhurt,
settling down in marriage, having children and
appearing tolive happily ever after, But as a pas-
tor, 1 more often sce the casualties of a persan
who invested themselves in that other person,
taking the relationship more seriously, believ-
ing that it had a future, and ends up in deep
depression, often spiraling into other addictive
behaviors. Scx s much more serious a matter
than some of us would be willing to admit. It is
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spoilingeffect on later marriage, What | meanby
thisis that it can breed a later misunderstanding
hetween twa peaple who were weak hefore mar-
riage, giving in to their impulses. There is always
uncertainty. You know that your partner could
once again be weak and move into an extramari-
tal affair,

THE PENALTIES AHEAD FOR SEXUALIM-
MORALITY AND ANY FORM OF SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE AGAINST GOD'S WILL

Yes, sexual sin destroys. Claim the help of the
Haly spirit to flee from it, to shun it. You can't
play with fire without being burned. It is diffi-
cult to go right up to the line without stepping
over it. Those lingering lunches with someone
other than your husband o your wife can begin
to set 2 chain of events into motion for destruc-
tion. Pray about how you act, how you dress,
the signals you send and the signals sou receive,
Dedicate yourself to God in a way in which you
claim His wisdom and sensitivity to that which
would hurt another and hurt yoursel?.

Two Old Testament biographies come to mind.
One was a man wha played with his sexuality
and Uhat of others likea cal plays wih calnip. His
name was Samson. Read his biography—such a
gifted man with so much potential. What he
didn't do was flee, shun immorality. Look at the
price he paid

Another was Joseph. Alienated from his own
family, a slave in a foreign country, he stayed
close to God. He lmew the standard God set
sexually, When his employer Potiphar was out
of town on business, Potiphar’s wife made her
move. On previous occasions, she had flirted
with Joseph. This time, she attempted an all-out
seduction. What did Joseph do? He literally fled
from her presence, ran away from her. No one
gave him the “Moral Man of the Year Award" in
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Someone with a wicked heart will actually find
enjoyment in other people’s misfortune. Instead
of heing able to empathize or sympathize with
the struggles of others, they will find it funny or
amusing, They are unable to remember the pain
they have also felt when they had bad things
happen to them in life. Instead, they rejolce in
suffering of others and feel “better than” them.
They may feel lucky that it didn't happen to
them or blame the person for their misfortunes.
For example, they may say that they brought it
up upon themselves The cold, evil heart is dan-
gerous because it further puts down those who
are already hurt.

Controlling And Manipulative In Every Ramifi-
cation

Evil people want tomaintain control of everyane
in their lives and will use manipulative tactics
t0 o 5. They will never admit fault because it
would run the illusion that they are in contral.
Offten times, wicked people will be kind to you
only to get something they nced from you later
like money. In turn, they can be obsessive about
contralling every bit of your life and came off
mean because of it. Defying the wishes of an evil
person can result in terrible actions being taken
agalnsL you. They arer? L always ubvious and may
feel subtle. The goal of the evil person is to con-
trol the way youfeel on the inside, now how you
feel on the outside.

Lack Of Responsibility And Moral Compass

A wicked heart has no sense of moral compass.
‘They will do whatever they please without tak-
ing any responsibility for the pain and hurt it
causes others. As long as it makes them feel
g00d, that isall they care about. They don't think
aboul how Lheir actions could impact othersand
frankly they do not care. The evil heart will de-
flect amy blame placed on them. They will never
apologize and may even feel like they are owed
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THE MARKS AND SIGNS OF A WICKED
HEART AND HOW TO HANDLE THEM
While the true meaning of evil can be debated
and often times be hard to define, the truth is
that you will know an evil person when you
eet them. Those with wicked hearts can be de-
tected easily when you know what signs to look
out for.

Evil peaple can come from all places and often
times where you wouldn't expect, But they can
be peaple at your schools, local churches, o in
the homes of our neighborhood. Unfortunately
it can be casily to fall out of  relationship with
Godiand quicly bring Satan into our hearts. Evil
can manifest rapidly and cause hearts to become
cold, hardened and empty. Any good that is left
within them will be overtaken by evil if they
arenl careful. They then will begin o leech on
you and begin to try and infest your heart with
ickedness as well.

Here are the signs you need tolook out for when
understanding if you are dealing with 2 wicked
person.

Careless And Remorseless Life

When a person feels no conviction from sinning
against God, it's as if tiny  callous starts form-
ing over their heart. With time, a heart can be
50 hardened that they have no remorse for their
actions at all. The less we feel the need to re-
pent and tell God of our sins, the more evil we
can become. They simply do mot feel sorry for
hurting others and will instead find some en-
joyment ot of it. If you press them on the fact
that they'e unapologetic for their malevolent
behavior, they'l deflect, push it off onto you, and
gaslight you into thinking the reality you know
tobe true sm't actually truc.

Enjoyment And Pleasure In Other's Misfortune
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For the Psalmist, afliction was for the purpose
of his learning God's statutes because “Before |
was afflicted [ went astray, But now | keep Your
word” (Psalm 119:67).

Evil and wicked peaple can be incredibly terri-
fying because they have a complete lack of em-
pathy for others. They will do things that you
might think are unimaginable for other humans
todo. Itsimportant to avoid people with harden
hearts because it will only leave you broken in
the end. God wants us to be surrounded by peo-
ple that support us, love us, and bring s closer to
EHim,

STILL TWO HEARTS AFTER

BORN-AGAIN EXPERIENCE

There is much discussion as to why a believer
and follower of Christ still sins after having been
“_set free from the power of sin (Rom. 6:7).
There are some who teach that even though we
are children of God, saved, born again, new cre-
ations, etc, we still have evil hearts, Since our
hearts are believed to be evil, we then do what
our heart is prone to do; sin. | struggle with the
idea of God birthing children with hearts that
are different from His owm. 1 also believe the Old
Testament prophecy that declares, “I will ive you
@newheart and put & new spirit within you; and 1
will remove the heart of sione from your flesh and.
giveyou aheart of flesh” (Eackicl. 36:26), was ful-
filled in Christ. Notice that God declares that He
will give us a new heart and remove the old heart
and replace it with a new one

Those who suggest we have evil hearts will
undoubledly guote Jesus who seid, “For out of
the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders” (Matt.
15:19). However, they fail to point out that Jesus
also said, “The good man out of the good treasure
of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil
man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is
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one instead. They think apologizing is a sign of
weakness and would rather have someone else
apologie for their mistakes.

No Humility, Full of Pride And Arrogance
‘Those with evil hearts are full of pride and think
that they are better than those around them.
They have o sense of humility and will come
off as conceded and arrogant. They will fight
tooth and nail to try and prove that they are al-
ways ight. This is a direct violation of what the
Bible wants us to be like, James 4:6 reads “God
is at war with the proud * Satans pride is what
caused him to rebel against God and fall. Those
with wicked hearts, however, have lost the care
to show kindness and empathy towards others,
Cruelty And Hardness Of The Heart

Some people are subtle about how hardened
their hearts are, while others are much more
open about it. Net all evil people are sly. Some
are very vocal about how cruel they want to
be towards cthers. This can come in various
forms, such as getting info fights, emationally
and physically hurting loved ones, or even hurt-
ing animals. Those who are very evil will push
their cruelty too far and do some serious damage
that could Iead to others going to the hospital or
them ending up in jail. If you notice this sign in
someone, ir's important to remove yourself from
the relationship quickly.

Desensitized To Other Evil

Sameane with a cold and wicked heart will not
react to the evil in the world the same way you
might. Instead of fecling moved emotionally by
terrible events, they might act as if it doesn't faze
them at all. They won't care about the suffer-
ing of the vicrims and their familics. They have
1o affliction to the world's negative events. In
Psalm 119:71 it says “it s goad for me that [
was afflicted, that T might learn Your starues”
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evil; for his mouth speals from that which fils his
heart” (Luke 6:45). Itis true that out of the heart
of the evil man cames all manner af wickedness,
but & good heart theart of flesh) produces good
things.

Some suggest we have two natures (hearts) and
we are positioned somewhere in the middle, ik
having a split personality being pulled back and
forch between the two. I have difficulty with this
viewpoint as well as the evil heart perspective
‘The main reason has to do with defining what
is meant by the word nature. It seems that many
believe our nature s something we possess. So
then, we would possess a fellen nature and pos-
sess 4 new nature at the same time. I personally
believe that our nature is not something that we
possess, but rather, our nature is who we are
1 was an old nature (old self/man) before com-
ing to Christ, but became 4 new nature (new
self/man) after Christ. 1 am the same nature at
just two different points in time. Whereas, in
the split personality school of thought there are
three entities involved: two natures with me
stuckin the middle

‘This might be compared to having a pair of pet
monkeys; one good and one bad. The two of
them travel around with us each day, each one
sitting on one of our shoulders. Both are pulling
us in opposite directions. The challenge is not to
give attention to the evil monkey and only feed
the goad one. We would hope that over time, the
evil monkey will become weak and lose power.
since the monkeys are believed to be something
we possess and nol who we are one must ask,
what happens to the monkeys after we die?
Since the monkeys are believed to be something
that we possess, and ot who we are, will they
just cease to exist when we die? Do they follow
s into eternity? If they do, | assume that bad
money would 2o to bad monkey hell, but 1 am
not sure what happens to the good monkey. If
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TWO COMMON WAYS WE SIN
REGULARLY THAT HOTS THE HOLY
SPIRIT OF GOD WITHIN US

Before we laok at the flesh to understand what
it is, it might better serve us to look at the con-
text in which most sins occur. We tend to sin
when one of two factors are in play. One, we are
tempted to sin when we are drawn aside ta plea-
sure ourselves by fulfilling some craving or lust
of our physical hadies as a means of distracting
ourselves from what we are fecling or thinking.
Two, we are tempted to sin when we are emo-
tionally stirred and choose to act out our emo-
tional pain onto someone in a hurtful manner.
Both of these sctions—pleasuring our bdies
and acting out in harmful ways—are typically
expressed when we are feeling a negative emo-
tion. Negative emotional pain is the common
denominator in both contexts. In TEM we
understand Uhal negative emotional pain lows
primarily from lie-based heart belief. (There are
4 few exceptions where some emotional pain is
rooted in the truth, but these are rare. There-
fore, since we feel what we believe, and we tend
to sin when we are experiencing painful emo-
tiom, it appears that at Teast in some measure
we are drawn to sin because of what we believe
1t goes without saying that every sin begins as
2 thought and all thinking is related to belief.
What sin did you ever commit that you did not
first give thought to doing?

‘We typically view emotional pain as a problem
to0lve or overcome. Weall have learned that we
can distract ourselves from bad feclings by plea-
suring ourselves with something to eat (when
we are not cven hungry), by scxual arousal, en-
tertainment, etc. All of these attempts to solve
emational distress through self-pleasuring are
sinful. Or if T believe my problem (negative emo-
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the good monley goes to heaven then it has to
have been a part of who we were or otherwise
why wonld it follow s into efernity. If the gaod
monkey makes it to heaven then this indicates
that it was a part of who we were after all, but
this also says that the bad monkey was & part of
us as well. Do you see how this logic all breaks
down. I believe that there s abetter explanation.
Twould like to suggest that our nature is not two
monkeys, nor do we passess twa natures at the
same time. Again, our nature is who we are; it is
our inner man or our true sel?. It is the spirit that
God breathed into us when He created us. My
nature or inner man was in existence before my
coming to Christ, and it existed after my being
saved. My nature or inner self was the “old self”
betore Christ and the “new self” atter Christ. T
was and am the same nature/self, just at two
different points in time.

1was not a single nature before Christ and then
somehow split off into two natures after Christ.
The Bible is clear that I (that is my person/s
mature) died with Christ and 1 was raised with
him. 1 was the same person/nature/spirit man,
before Christ as 1 was after Christ; 1 waslost and
then found, dead and then made alive, old and
then made new (Rom. 6)

S0 then, if we do not possess two natures, but
rather are the same nature/self at two different
points in time (pre-Calvary/post Calvary), and if
indeed we have a good heart as opposed to an
evil one, then why do we still sin? This can be
understood in relation o what the Bible calls
Lhe flesh. The flesh is noL who we are, bul per-
tains to everything that remains fallen zbout us.
‘This would include two basic things; our physi
cal bodies and our lie-based belief.
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HOW WICKEDNESS AND
DISOBEDIENT BEGAN ON EARTH

Scripture teaches that sin began with man's
disobedience in the Garden of Eden. Given a
choice, Eve, then Adam, took their own way in-
stead of God's. That pattern has carried down
through the ages. This original sin, inherited
from ome generation to the next, has infected
every human being ever born.

In the Bible, wickedness is associated with wor-
shipping pagan gods, sexual lmmorality, op-
pressing the poor, and cruelty in warfare. Even
though Scripture teaches that every person is a
sinner, few today define themselves as wicked.
Wickedness, or its modern equivalent, evil tends
to be ascociated with mass murderers, serial
rapists, child molesters, and drug dealers — in
comparison, many believe they are virtuous.

But Jesus Christ taught otherwise. In his Sermon
on the Mount, he equated evil thoughts and in-
tentions withacts

Ye have heard that it was said of them of old
time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall
Kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I
say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in dunger of
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council:
but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in
danger of hell fire. (Matthew 5:21-22,K]V)

Jesus demands we keep every commandment,
from the greatest to the least. He sets up a stan-.
dard impossible for human heings to meet: Beye
therefore perfect, even as your Father whichisin
heaven s perfect. (Matthew 5:48, KIV)
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And God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the carth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually. (Genssis 6:5, KJ¥) Not only had people
turned evil, but their nature was evil all the time.
God was so grieved at the situation he decided to
wipe out all Living things on the planct — with
eight exceptions — Noah and his family. Scrip-
ture calls Noah blameless and says he walked
with God.

The only description Genesis gives of human-
ity’s wickedness is that the earth was "flled
with violence." The world had become corrup
& The Flood destroyed everyone except Noah, his
wife, their three sons and their wives. They were
left to repopulate the earth,

Centuries later, wickedness again drew God's
wrath. Although Genesis does not use "wicked-
%o describe the city of Sadom, Abra-
ham asks God not to destroy the righteous with
the "wicked" Scholars have long assumed the
city's sins involved sexual immorality because a
mob tried to rape two male angels Lot was shel-
tering in hishome.

‘Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go-
morrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of
heaven; And he overthrew those citics, and all
the plein, and all the inhaditants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground. (Genesis
19:24-25,KJV)

God also struck several individuals dead in
the Old Testament: Lot’s wife; Er, Onan, Abihu
and Nadab, Uzzah, Nabal, and Jeroboam. In
the New Testament, Ananias and Sapphira, and
Herod Agrippa died quickly at God’s hand. All
were wicked, according to the ISBE's definition
above.
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HEAVENLY PERFECTION AND GOD'S
ANSWER TO WICKEDNESS ON MANKIND
The opposite of wickedness s righteousness. But
as Paul points out, “As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10, KJY)
Human beings are utterly lostin their sin, unable
to save themselves. The only answer to wicked-
ness st come from God.

But how can a loving God be both merciful and
just? How can he forgive sinners to satisfy his
perfect mercy yet punish wickedness to satisfy
his perfect fustice? The answer was God's plan
of salvation, the sacrifice of his only Son, Jesus
Christ, on the cross for the sins of the world.
Only a sinless man could qualify to be such a
sactifice; Jesus was the only sinless man. He took
the punishment for the wickedness of all hu-
manity. God the Father showed that he approved
of esus' payment by raising him (rom Lhe dead

However, in his perfect love, God does not force
anyone to follow him. Scripture teaches that
only those who receive his gift of salvation
by trusting in Christ as Savior will go to heaven.
When they believe in Jesus, his righteausness
is imputed to them, and God sees them not as
wicked, but haly. Christians do not stop sinning,
but their sins are forgiven, past, present, and fu.
ture, because of Jesus,

Jesus warned many times that people who re-
ject Gods grace go to hell when they die. Their
wickedness is punished. sin is not inored; it is
paid for either on the Cross of Calvary or by the
unrepentant in hell.

The good news, according to the gospel, is
that Gods forgiveness is available to everyone.
God desires that all people come to him. The
consequences of wickedness are impossible for
human beings alane o avold, but with God, all
things are possible
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Scripture gives no excuses when it comes to
sin. We are to give it no room to advance in
aur lives. Some sins are even more severe than
others (1 John 5:16-17) and others still require
‘more urgent measures (Mark 9:43-48). Lam con-
vinced that many Christians are participating
in activitics which arc devastating to their rela-
tionships with God and their wife, even if their
‘wives are not offended by it. So many young men
watch shows which da not hanor the marriage
covenant and portray women in the same light
that is cast by rape culture or an ideology that
believes sex is nothing sacred. As an aside, [ am
always curious to know what the correlation of
their media choices are as it relates to their diff

culties with pornography and lust. T'd be willing
tobet itis  fairly strong one

el T also have secondary and Lertiary reasons
why T hold these convictions based on other
seriptural commands and basic wisdom. T men-
tioned earlier that my wife was watching to
see if I would look at these young women (I
didr't). My wife has been incredibly good to me
in bearing me three, wonderful children whom
the Lord has gifted us with. That takes 4 toll
on a woman's body and while our culture is
moving in two radically different directions (i.c.
stick-figures or super voluptuous women are
the polar-opposite paradigms for what makes a
beautifil woman these days) I am secking to do
an altogether different thing. T am secking to
love my wife whether ar not she stays attractive
by worldly standards.

Truthfully, Tam seeking to love my wife even in
those moments when she is not easy to love, be-
cause let’s be perfectly honest: we are all difficult
tolove, being that we sin and we sin well - and there
are plenty of times she st give that same grace
forme. Scripture calls me to love my wife,noton
the basis of attraction; not on condition of her
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t0 the main clause: the apostle’s exhortation to
the Thessalonians that they walk and please God
by wray of the commandments previously given
to them, which is broken down in the following
context of the passage

‘The motif is sct among cxamples we can draw
from Ol Testament texts (ie. God being the
avenger of all these things; the Gentiles who
da not know God; the parallels between invok-
ing the name of Christ and OT passages where
we find the phrase “Thus says the LORD") and
specifically highlights the nature of those who
do not know God. The idea of lustful pussion
here conveys similar connotations to a primal,
uncontrollable nature that expresses itself in
some torm of sexual immorality that is opposed
toGod's own standard - ot simply by way of un-
lawful disobedience to the Mosaic Law, but by a
broad, categorical definition of sexual immoral-
ity that encompasses far more than the bvious
sins that come to mind.

The end of this passage though leaves us with
fwo things that are set in stark contrast with
one another. The first being that the one who is
rejecting this is not rejecting man, but God and
that this s the same God who is giving His Spirit
to you. The second being that those who do
know God are not like this simply because they
have been brought into a new way of living; they
exist in the realm of sanctification and have been
made clean, rather than existing in the realm of
theunclean. These two realms of existence are at
complete odds with one another end will never
intersect. For this reason, there ought not be a
hint of sexual immorality among them. This all
brings the passage to close with a rejoinder to re-
mind the reader of that process of sanctification,
abiding in obedience (thersby not quenching the
Spirit), and lso the means by which one does
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own attitude or abedience to the scriptures; not
on the basis of how much or how often we are
enjoying the henefits of marriage. | am called,
regardless of what is or what is not happening,
to love my wife, Part of what that looks like is
maintaining a covenant with my eyes so that [
do notlust after any other womnan. If this means
1 forego being entertained, so be it. There have
been plenty of shows and movies we have cut
simply because they express sexual conduct that
i5 10T to be part of the Christians life. 1am hard-
pressed to think that Il regret these choices in
the presence of Christ.

Some wish to relegate these matters to con-
science or personal liberty, but the recliry of
texts like 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 give us no room
tomake such an argument. Lord willing, Il have
Lhe opportunily Lo preach on Lhis passage in the
coming months and I can promise you that the
exegetical, historical, and contextual informa-
tion of this passage alone is zltogether frighten-
ing to me, given how many people T know that
continue to make justification for watching cer-
tain things. The context of this passage speaks to
the will of God, in this instance, being that they
conduct themselves ina manner consistent with
holiness and sanctification in order to please
God. More clearly, Paul is telling them that the
will of God for them is that they do this by being
sanctified, that is, sct apart, from their pagan
neighbors in respect o the sexual ethic.

The content of this being four-part: that you
flee sexual immorality, that you possess your
own vessel (what I believe to be a euphemism
for one’s privates) in sanctification and hanor,
by way of negative command - mot in a man.
ner consistent with the Gentiles who donot know
God, and that you do ot defrand your brother
in this matter, for the Lord is the avenger of all
these things. All of these points are subordinate
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this(sanctification being both a work of the Holy
Spirit and of man walking in those good deeds).

My third reason is that my son is also watching
e, 1 wish to train him what it locks like to be
2 veal man who owns his sin, loves his wrife, and
bases attraction toward his potential wife by the
quality of her soul and disposition toward God
vather than just the way she loaks, In reality, we
all have things which draw our attractions, but
1am hopeful my son doesn't learn what 1had to
learn the hard way. Rathes, 1wish for himn to em-
brace from a young age that beauty and charm
is deceptive, but a woman who fears the Lord is
to be praised. Beyond this, I want him to learn
what it actuallylookslike to love a woman by the
standards of scripture. 1 want him to learn how
to flee from the adulerer whose allure leads one
down into Sheol. Let him chovse lady wisdom
over lady folly, who gains the favor foolish young
mmen by wey of her body's appeal. Yet most im-
portantly, | want him to understand that these
things are not part of the Christian(s life and can-
Tot be. How pitiful would it be that | cry out to
my son for his soul - yet all the while my own
foolish soul is in bondage of the harlot whose
household is death?

Love almost always starts with a measure of lust
toward that person; you just wind up making
it right and honoring to God by abiding in obe-
dience Lo Lhe scriplures by gelling married and
abiding in a proper sexual ethic - but it doesn't
stop there. This involves even mare than being
reserved for your wife sexually, it involves the
beauty of laying your life down for her each day
in service for her edification. You proteet her in
all ways possible, not simply from other men
whe wish to do her harm, but from yourself, You
hold her as your cherished wife, not resenting
that process which happens to all people: we get
old, ugly, and wrinkly. You cherish her because
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CHAPTER THREE:
TAKING UP THE HEART
OF THE DEVIL AND
ACT WICKEDNESS TO
THE TEMPLE OF GOD

The word “wicked” or “wickedness® appears
throughout the Bible, but what does it mean?
And why, many people ask, does God allow
wickedness?

The International Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) gives
this definition of wicked according to the Bible:
“The state of being wicked; a mental disregard
for fustice, righteousness, truth, honor, virtue;
evil in thought and life; depravity; sinfulness;
criminality"

Although the word wickedness appears 119
times in the 1611 King James Bible, it is a term
rarely heard Loday, and appears only 61 tmes
in the English Stendard Version, published in
2001. The ESV simply makes use of synonyms in
several places.

‘The use of "wicked" to describe fairy tale witches
has devalued its seriousness, but in the Bible, the
term was a scathing accusation. In fact, being
witked sometimes brought God's curse upon
people.

DEATH AND DISTRUCTION RIGHT

IN THE WOMB OF WICKEDNESS

After the Fall of Man in the Garden of Eden, it did
not take long for sin and wickedness to spread
over the entire earth. Centuries before the Ten
Commandments, humanity nvented ways to
offend God:
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she fears the Lord and maintains a gentle and a
quiet spirit, which are well pleasing to Him. You
cherish her hy leading her, and that leading laoks
quite like dying to sclf continually.

That's what Complementarianism is at its finest

and if more of us men got this rather than
making excuses about our own sinful habits,
ur wives would henefit all the mare and people
‘might start secing it for the beautiful thing it ac-
tually is. It is designed to protect and cause her
to flourish tichly in Gods design for marriage,
not for objectifying or denigrating her, or other
women. You don't do it for praise from her or
angone else, or merely when she's looking, You
suck it up, get tough on yourself, and love her
regardless of whether or not you see the bene-
fit, You work your butt off each and every day,
come home and help with the kids and house-
hold, lead her in a loving manner toward Christ
50 that in you, she might see Him more clearly.
The idea is one of leading through meekness,
which to rob my pastor of yet another gem of
wisdom is strength; it is simply strength under
control.
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cross can man find an answer to his insatiable
immorality. The more man feeds his addictions,
the mare he craves the very things which de-
stroy him.

Meamwhile, man ‘ends fo place his hape in his
education. But what can intellectual pursuits do
for him if the needs of his soul go unmet?

It reminds me of a comment from a prison wat-
den in Lousiana who heppens to be a stong
Christian. The warden stated that unlessa crimi-
nal meets the Lord, he may end up leaving prison
asnothing morcthan a smarter criminal. Hewill
have learned new tricks from other criminals,
and his additional intelligence will only make
him more dangerous

Such is the nature of man. Smarts without the
savior only leads o troudle. And it never gets to
the roat of the problem. Only the cross of Christ
and the blood of Jesus can rescue man ar that
Level

‘The problem with man is that helives according
Lo his feelings, and therefore, he Leads Lo desLroy
himself. And his intelligence only seems to add
to his ability to figure out ways to do it What
amess we make of ourselves, and what amazing
love God has for us. He reached down to fix our
immorality; to heal our soul; to forgive our sins;
toredeem us for eternity; and to establish a basis
upon which we could enter a loving relationship
with our Creator,

Talk about smart. God knew just what He was
doing. And we are wise if we choose to humble
ourselves at the foot of the cross, and let go oF the
myth that somehow our intelligence is going to
saveus and fix our moral issues. [t won't happen.
And that's why prisans are filled with people
of every intelligence level. Immorality is o re-
specter of persons, and o respecter of 1Q. It will
cut you dosn in your prime, and leave youlying
on the road to dic like a dog.
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level of moral purity. He hasall knowledge, and is
completely pure through and through.

In the wisdom of God, the Father sent the Son to
die on the cross for our sins. Man by nature s not
smart enaugh tonnderstand why this happened.
But when the Holy Spirit enlightens man's mind,
he s able to trust in the cross of Christ for the
forgiveness of sins.

‘The goodness of the Holy Spirit is then infused
into man. The result of this infusion is some-
thing the Bible cells "fruit." There is good fruit
in this world, and there is bad fruit. The fruit of
faith in Jesus is very good indeed. It turns rebels
inta disciples wha lave people and want to help
others,

Christianity is not merely "better morality." It
g0es even deeper than the fruuit. It goes to the
heart, which is where the good fruit gets pro-
duced by the Lord. Good fruit does not depend
on Lhe level of a person's intelligence. Instead,
it requires spiritual power from God, and obedi-
ence on the part of the believer.

If man's intelligence could fix his sin problem,
there would have been 1o need for the Son of
God to leave the glory of heaven and come to
earth to sufer and die for us. After all, why leave
heaven if man is hely enough and smart enough
tofix himself>

Tt's popular today to teach man to feel good
about himself, and that his only "sin" is to think
too little of himself, In that way, man is skilled
at trying to sit on God's throne. Dzep down, man
thinks he deserves that spot. And his ntelligence
only adds to his delusions if he digs in his heels
and refuses to repent of his sin. Man isincapable
of fixing himself, It won't happen. Man is oo
‘messed up and oo proud of himsel.

The only salution toman's deep pride s the cross
of Jesus Christ. Only at the cross can man get the
new heart he so desperztely needs. Only at the
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her all the more lovely now than when we first
met.

People can argue one way or the other on
whether or not they should be wearing some-
thing revealing - but that is a conversation for
another day; those who know me well enough al-
veady kmow my convictions on this matter also,
What | want fo facus on here is my own re-
sponsibility to not be  lustful man, regardless of
‘what another wornan is wearing. Ifit so happens
to be that & oman were naled in front of me, I
need to, as my pastor put it, “make good friends
with the ground.” I have no right to take anyonc
in, in that manner, save my wife whom the Lord
has given me; 1 am to delight only in her. There
is no more shameful sentiment of a male than
to say, “I can look, but I can't touch.” If you're
ClrisU’s and your wile’s, Lhen you can do bither
of those things,not blamelessly, at least.

Before we go too far, let it be known that this
writeup is not ahont me thinking 1 am sanc-
timonious or thet this area is not a struggle
for me. T am a red-blooded man Lke any other;
however, my convictions are that the scriptures
are quite clear on matters of scxuality and ust.
‘Therefore, I let my life by guided by these convic-
tions and T intentionally guard myself. Though
at times1 have feiled, 1insrill these practices and
principles based on what the scriptures teach be-
cause T want Lo be ina right standing before God.
1 do so furthermore because I believe sin has a
compounding affect, one that if not dealt with,
Leads to more severe manifestations of that sin.
God forbid I think I am immune from partaking
in gross, sexual misconduct against my God and
my wife. God forbid | allow myself to be con-
trolled by my impulses rather than demonstrat-
ing the mastery over my flesh that is granted in
becominga new creation.
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Good thing the Lord didn't leave us ta our own
selfish and proud pursuits. If He had, this life
wanld he ahsalutely hopeless. But with Christ,
there is cternal hope. There is heaven, and a
friendship with God that never ends.

‘Sounds like just the thing man needed all along.
And just the thing to fix the prablems our im-
‘morality creates for us.

SEXUAL EXCUSES THAT LEADS TO
SEXUAL IMMORALITY FROM HUSBANDS
THAT DEPRIVES THEIR WIVES

1 recently had a conversation with my wife that
simultancously caused me to rejoice and ago-
nize. Thave asked her if she minded me sharing
through a medium like this, because 1 felt this
brief story gives a common sentiment of many
‘women - yet also provides many men with the
opportunily Lo instill a practice in Lhemselves
that will hopefully counteract, or at the very
least, fight against the feelings their own wife
may get. Not all wives are the same though, so
the overarching principle I hope is conveyed is
personal sanctification and honoring your wie.

We had just finished ealing dinner with my
mother and were driving back home for the
evening with our three little ones, when we
passed 4 group of young college girls who were
running Now, I have long made it a practice to
avert my eyes when passing by women that are
wearing things that are more revealing, Yet what
Inoticed in this particular case was that my wife
was watching to sez if 1 was looking, She got
quiet and watched out of the corner of her eye
to see if 1 would be sneak a peak. When [ asked
why she was suddenly so quiet, 1 already lnew
the answer. *1 was looldng to sce if you would be
lookingat them,” she said. The short, but healthy
conversation led to her revealing insecurity in
that moment and me reassuring her that I find
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Believer comes to be 2 barn again child of God! -
1t takes place in the heart!

Listen at these verses in our Hebrews three chap-
ter: Hebrews 3:8 Harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation, in the day of temptation in the
wilderness: 10 Whersfore 1 was grieved with
that generation, and said, They do alway err in
their heart; and they have not known my ways.
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
theliving God.

‘They did err *in their heart!” But that is where
the repentant sinner believes “unto righteous-
ness Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart
‘man believeth unta righteousness; and with the
‘mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the gaod
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things:
and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth
forth evil things. 19 For out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

Therefore we are strongly cautioned to guard
ur hearts very carefully, Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the is-
sues of life. 19 Hear thow, my son, and be wise,
and guide thine heart in the way.

‘The heart is desperately wicked, for itis theplace
where atheistic tendencies appear, Psalm 53:1
‘The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Corrupt are they, and have done abominable in-
iquity: there is none that doeth good. Jeremiah
17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?
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even now are there many antichrists; wherehy
we know that it is the last time. 19

‘They went out from us, but they were not of us
for if they had been of s, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that
they might be made manifest that they were not
allofus

1t takes the same sunshine and rain to grow poi-
som iy as it does to grow green beans and corn!
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in
the rain that cometh of upon it, and bringeth
forth herbsmeet for them by whom it isdressed,
receiveth blessing from God: § But that which
beaeth thorns and briers s rejected, and is nigh
nto cursing; whose end s to be burned.

And once the apostasy s matured, there is no
possible cure for it! Hebrews 6:4 For it is impos-
sible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, § And have tasted
the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, 6 1f they shall fall away, to renew
them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him
t0 an open shame.

Even the sacrifice of the Lord jesus will not be
available to recover an apostate! Hehrews 10:25
Nt forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching. 26 For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad-
versaries.

Aand just where does the problem lie for the
professed religionist to become an irrecoverable
apostate? It lies in the same place that the true
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‘more shall not we escape, if we turn away from
him that spealceth from heaven:

Therefore professing “brethren” are warned to
“Take heed” lest an evil heart be found in them
that will eventually cause them to depart from
theTiving God! For remember that apostasy does
Tot grow anywhere else except in the sol of pro-
fessed religion! Romans 11:21 Tor if God spared
mot the natural branches, take heed lest he also
spare not thee. 22 Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God: on them which fell, sever-
ity; ut toward thee, gaodness, if thou continue
in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off.

Hebrews 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled; 16 Lest there be any fornicator, or pro

fame person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat
sold his birthright. 17 For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have inherited the
blessing he wasrejected: for he found e place of:
repentance, though he sought it carefully with
tears.

Esau's heart was unrepentant even when hiseyes
were full of tears! And we have a lot of Esauls
todzy in religion. But there was no repentance in
his heart, ashe only sought to regain theblessing
he had lost! He still cared not for the inherited
right of birth to spend his life walling with Godt
Genesis 25:32 And Esau s2id, Behold, I am at the
point to die: and what profit shall this birthright
dotome?

Like many in taday’s world of azganized religion
Esan was physically in the house of Isaac, but
not spiritually harned of God! Matthew 15:8 This
‘people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoureth me with theix lips; but their
heartis far from me.
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The heart that knows no repentance, contimu-
ally amasses the wrath of God against itselfl Ro-
‘mams 2:5 Bt after thy hardness and fmpenitent
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every
man according to his deeds: John 3:36 He that
believeth on the Son hath everlastinglife: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see lfe; but
the wrath of Gad abideth an him.

Take note of the progressiveness of the Lord's
displeasure as the apostates develop.

First he was gricved. Hebrews 3:10 Wherefore [
was grieved with that generation, and said, They
do alway err in their heart; and they have not
known my vags. But as they continucd to gricve
him, that grief progressed into full blown wratht
Hebrews 3:11 50 1 sware in my wrath, They shall
not enter into my rest) Romans 2:5 But after
thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up
nto thyself wrath agains! the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6
Who will render to every man according to his
deeds:

And how is the heart diligently kept? It can only
be kept in holiness and purity by it focus upon
the Lord Jesus Christ! That is what the apos-
tle is emphasizing to these Hebraw believers in
Hebrews 3:1, and in verse 12. And he contin-
s to press this in later chapters. Hebrews 12:2
Looking unta Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before
‘him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 For consider him that endured such con-
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds. 25 Sce that yo
refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped
not who refused him that spake on earth, much
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CHAPTER FOUR:
KNOWING THE TRUTH
FROM THE HEART,
DEMONSTRATING THE
POWER IN THE PHYSICAL

Knowing the truth from the heart will only
occur when we encounter the one who is the
truth. As we pursue Him and seek to allow His
Spirit o persuade us of the truth, our minds
will be renewed and we will transform into His
likeness. When I know the truth of who I am
in Christ with my heart, everything changes.
When we make overcoming sin our focus, we
enter into a perpetual cydle of defeat and we fail
to address the root problem. Jesus came to give
s rest from this cycle by overcoming sin on our
behalf; any further struggle we have is linked to
what we believe.

JESUS 18 STILL CALLING TO THE

'WEAK AND HEAVY LADEN

When Jesus declared the words, “Come to Me, all
whe are weary nd heavy-Taden, and 1 will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for 1 am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
casy and My burden is light," (Matt. 11:28-30),
His message was for the fired and weary peaple
who had been striving to keep the Law. Keeping
the Law was the same thing as not sinning or
not breaking the law. He was calling His hear
ers to enter into His finished work and find rest.
Jesus' audience were the Law keepers who were
weary from trying to overcome their sins, that
is, not brecking the Law. Just s they could not
succeed in overcoming their sin, neither can we
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Dear One, the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints is the same gift available for
bringing of one to the Lard in this day. Whether
back in Enoch's day, without the blessing of a
bible, or in this day, with the completed revela-
tion, it is faith that pleases God and progresses
thebelicver into his presence.

lebrews 11:5 Dy faith Cnoch was translated
that he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated him: for be-
fore his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he that cometh to God
st believe that heis, and that he s a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him. A5 it is faith
‘which pleases God, so it s apostasy that renders
him no pleasure! Hebrews 10:38 Now the just
shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasire in him.

Romans 11:5 Even so then at this present time
also there isa rennant according Lo the election
of grace. 7 What then? Israel hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 21 For if
God spared not the natural branches, take heed
lest he also spare not thee. 22 Behold there-
fore the goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness,
if thou contimue in his gaodness: otherwise thou
also shaltbe cut off

Its not the starting gate, but the finish line that
shall reveal the true believer! Matthew 10:22
bot he that endureth fo the end shall he saved.
Hebrews 3:14 For we are made partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confi-
dence stedfast unto the end;
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overcome ours. But that s not what we e called
to0 do; Jesus came with a genuine and lasting so-
Iution. That solution holds true for us foday, He
still calls s to come to Him for rest, What is
i5 1ot far us to overcome sin—even though sin
still entices us—but rather, we must figure out
why we arc still being *... drawn aside and en-
ticed" Ja, 1:14-15).

So the greater question is, why is our lifestyle
different from what the Lord hasalready accom-
plished? Why are we still drawn o sin when we
are in fact new crearures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17),
the power of sin has been broken (Rom. 6:10), we
are no longer under the certificate of debt (Col.
2:14), and we are free from sin and no longer
slaves to sin (Rom. €:20-22)? There is an an-
swer to this question, but it is not in the pursuit
of overcoming sin by trying harder ot jumping
higher.

WE MAY NOT ALWAYS ACT BEFORE WE
THINK, BUT WE ALWAYS THINK BEEORE WE
sIN

1 am convinced that sinful behavior s direcly
dependent upon belief. All belief spawns think-
ingandallsin is preceded with thought, We can-
not sin without first giving thought to doing it.
‘Without beltef we cannot sin.

Even if we believe we are still fallen creatures
with a propensity to sin, if we cannot think
about sinning, we cannot do it. A brain dead
person does not practice sin. You can call him a
sinner fallen Lhrough Adam’s choice Lo sin, but
until he has conscious thought, he will not move
in sin's direction. The reason we choose to sin is
because we have the thought to sin. We have the
thought because we believe something,
Iherefore, heart belief is the basis for thought
and behavior, and our knowing the truth with
our hearts is crucial for walking rightly. How-
ever, knowing the truth must supersede just
holding it intellectually in our minds. There
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CHAPTER ONE: THE
RECEIVING END

1 begin to write here with an impactful story
from a Nigerian novel from Isidore Okpewho's
novel. The Last Duty illustrates the grim de-
‘mand for sex in exchange for money and sundry
items of survival in a war situation. In the novel,
Toje the conecited, narcissist Urukpe chief, in a
dite demonstration of callousness, incriminates
his business rival Oshevire for allegedly con-
spiring with rebel soldiers, While Oshevire is
in detention leaving his wife Aku and only son
Oghenovo, Toje unconscionably takes advantage
of his absence, offers Aku food and money in
exchange for sexual gratification to revive his
infirm manhood. Faced with hunger and starva-
tion, Aku gives in to Toje’s morbid sexual request
much against her own conviclions. In Lhe same
vein, the sub-plot of Festus Iyayi's novel, Vio-
lence recounts how Adisa, Idemudia's wife suc
cumbs to Obofurts sexual demands in order to
raise money to pey her husbands hospital bills
Her immoral act becomes inconsequential as the
hospital bill i paid by her husbands friends
Osaro and Omoifo by the time she arrives at the
hospital with the filthy Tucre.

‘The above literary scenario captures the deprav
ity that resides in the crevices of a man's heart
and the depth of sexual immorality which con-
temporary society is immersed. Sex, that sin-
gular act between male and female species for
the purpose of procreation, for intimacy and
affection has become the most perverted of all
human indulgencies. Some cultures and religion
only permit sex in 2 conjugal union where its sa-
credness isupheld and proected. Unforfunately,
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tience his loving kindness, his life-giving truth,
and his resurrection power.

AN EVIL HEART AND MIND

OF DARKNESS

Hebrews 3:12-19 “Iake heed, brethren, lest there be
in any of you ar evil heart of nbelicf, in departing
from the living God. But exhort one another daily,
hile it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence stedfast unto the end; While itis said, To
day ifye will hear his voice, harden notvour hearts,
as in the provocation. For some, when they had
heard, did provoke: howbeit not ail that came out
of Egypt by Moses. But with whor was he grieved
forty years? was it not witk them that had sinned,
Whosé carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom
swarehethat they should notenter into his rest, but
to them that believed not? So we see that they could.
ot enter in becavse of unbelief.

Before we begin our lesson on these verses we
mmust take notice of one single word that also
goes along with them. It is the word; *Where-
fore” that is listed in verse seven just before
the passage cnclosed by the parenthesis. Let
me show you the opening and closing of those
parentheses They open in verse seven and close
at the end of verse eleven.

Hebrews 3:7 Whevefore (as the Holy Ghost saith,
To day if ye will hear his voice, Hebrews 3:11 So
1 sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into
my rest) As you can see, the apostle speaks that
one word, “Wherefore” in verse seven, then he
turns his attention to the example of those who
perished in the wilderness in the Old Testament.
But then he retumns ta take up this same sub-
ject to those whom he s addressing, as listed
i our verse twelve. 5o our verse twelve actually
reads, Wherefore take heed, brethren, lest there
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is 2 very important distinction between know-
ing the truth intellectually and knowing it with
the heart. Intellectual beief is good for what it
is good for, but it doesn't provide any guaran-
tee of transformation or living rightly. Knowing
the truth intellectually is not enough to walk
successfully in the Christian life. Just because [
have memorized a biblical truth doesn't mean
1 believe it with my heart. Belief that makes a
difference—that transforms me from within—
is truth that is believed with the heart. This is
true for salvation as the scripture says, “it is with
your heart that you believe and arejustified” (Rom.
10:10). Tt is also true for all aress of Christian
living,

When T know the truth in my heart it will keep
e trom sin. The Psalmist declared, “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that | might not sin
against thee” (Psm. 119:11 KIV) When God has
persuaded us of the truth in our hearts it be-
comesour focus causing us to set our mind upon
it. The Apostle Paul alludes to this when he said,
“Those who live according to the flesh have their
minds set on what the flesh desires; bt thase
‘wholive in accordance with the Spirkt have their
minds set on what the Spirit desies. The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind
governed by the Spirit s life and peace” (Rom.
8:5-6) [used to interpret this passage as a task to
do ar a discipline to practice. I now realize that
it is the autcome of “living in accordance with
the Spirit” which is the outcome of knowing the
truth in my heart and my ever deepening rela-
Lionship with Christ.

TPM is a great tool in getting to know the Lord
more and more and - above all - to enter more
deeply into his love. Each time we encounter
Christ in a ministry session He gives us truth, re-
vealing more of his character to us; and this ina
very personal way. It causes us to see and expe-
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themselves, and comparing themselves among
themselves, are not wise. 2 Corinthians 13:5 Ex-
amine yaurselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except
ye be reprobates? 1 John 2:5 He that saith he
abideth in him ought himsclf also 50 to welk,
even as he walked.

Remember, dear Reader that the day of the com-
ing of the Lord shall be as the days of Naah.
And it is said of that population, that although
they heard the preaching of righteousness and
‘witnessed the building of that huge ocean-going
vessel, they “knew not!”

Matthew 24:39 And knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; 5o shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. Luke 21:34
And teke heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares

Dear ones, the fatal, soul damning disease of
apostasy is exclusively found among the pro-
fessed churchi Just as different races, in different
Locations of the world have unique diseases not
found in other races, so apostasy is only found
among the realm of professing religionists, For
one cannot apostatize from that which he has
mot first professed!

In Chiists parable, all four soils received the
same seed of the word. (Matthew 13:3-9). Sev-
enty five percent of them brought forth 1o fruit
to perfection, but fell away and withered. Apos-
tates first learn the gospel as tares AMONG the
wheat - sitting on the same church benches,
singing the same songs, and hearing the same
preaching! 1L Lakes the same gospel in vrder Lo
rmake anantichrist as it does to make a christiant
1 John 2:18 Little childeen, it is the lust time:
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come,
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SINIS A PROBLEM AND IT CREATES
'MORE AND BIGGER PROBLEM

THAN THE ONE WEHAVE

In case you might be thinking 1 am minimizing
the problem of sin by focusing so heavily on be-
i, let me clarify: Sin is a problem and creates
problems, It is, and always has been a really big
deal. It was sin that Tequired Jesus €0 g0 ta the
cross, However, it was belief and not sin that was
Eve's initial problem. Sin entered in when she
chosc toact on her belicf,

sinisa force tobe reckoned with, but beliefis the
primary problem we face that if not dealt with
will result in the problem of our sinning. How-
ever, if we make our sinful behavior the problem
we must overcome and do a0l altend Lo Lhe be-
Lief behind it, we are again doomed to a cycle of
perpetual defeat. Trying to overcome sinful be
havior is an endless struggle, whereas, exposing
lies and having the Holy Spirit replace them with
truth is the road to freedom and rest. God took
care of sin for us on the cross, the power of sin
has been broken, we are dead to it and we are
called to walk in a new way of life. Now God
wants to free us of the Fes we believe as well
Unfortunately, many believers are focused pri-
‘marily upon trying to overcome sin (Controlling
behavior) as opposed to finding freedam from
the lies they believe, As noble as this pursuit may
seem to be, it is unattainable. On the surface it
appears some are doing better than others but
1o on is actually succeeding. When overcom-
ing sin i€ our focus, what tends to follow is a
performance-based spirituality that breeds self-
righteousness, judgmental arrogance, and pride
Trying to overcome sin exposes a disconnect be-
Lween what Lhe Bible proclaims the Lord has al-
ready done and us trying to accomplish it It was
because we could not overcome sin (that is, keep
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glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6)
Unless God “opens theeges of our hearts. (Eph
1:18) we canmot ke the truth apart fram our
intellect.
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the Law) that He overcame it (the Law) on our
behalf,

The Pible is clear that Jesns fulfilled that which
we could not do. Someone may say, It is because:
the Lord overcame that we can overcome.” This
argument suggests that Jesus started something
wa need to finish, This reasoning docs not make
sense when we consider that [God)] ...made Him
who knew no sin t0 be i on our behalf, so that we
might become the righteousness of God. in Him” (2
Cor. 5:21). Jesus did what we could not and still
cannot do. He overcame sin on our behalf 50 we
‘would be free from sin and no longer be slaves to
it For we *.. have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the benefit [wel reap leads to
holiness, and th result is cternal life” (Rom. 6:22).
Tmay have some measure of success in abstain-
ing from my sinful behavior for a time. | may
be able to momentarily distract myself from my
lie-based pain and even refrain from slapping
you across the head when my anger stirs up.
Nonetheless, the emotion driving the behavior
vemains because we fecl whatever we believeand
the belief has nof changed. We cannot change
belief simply by controlling our behavior.
Controlled behavior and behavior modification
is & perpetual cycle that will eventually end in
defeat and spiritual burnout. If I try to solve
the “problems” I believe others have caused me
through acting out my anger, resentment, bitter-
etc, 1 compound the situation and creare
more problems [ cannot resolve. Until 1 attend
to what I believe and come to know the truth in
my hear, T will never enter into Lhe rest God has
for me (Heb. 4:10). Knowing the truth within
our hearts is also a work of God. We cannot just
chaose to believe, He must “shine His light” of
truth within our hearts revealing the truth to
us. “For God, who said, “Light shall shine out
of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our
hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the
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overcome ours. But that s not what we e called
to0 do; Jesus came with a genuine and lasting so-
Iution. That solution holds true for us foday, He
still calls s to come to Him for rest, What is
i5 1ot far us to overcome sin—even though sin
still entices us—but rather, we must figure out
why we arc still being *... drawn aside and en-
ticed" Ja, 1:14-15).

So the greater question is, why is our lifestyle
different from what the Lord hasalready accom-
plished? Why are we still drawn o sin when we
are in fact new crearures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17),
the power of sin has been broken (Rom. 6:10), we
are no longer under the certificate of debt (Col.
2:14), and we are free from sin and no longer
slaves to sin (Rom. €:20-22)? There is an an-
swer to this question, but it is not in the pursuit
of overcoming sin by trying harder ot jumping
higher.

WE MAY NOT ALWAYS ACT BEFORE WE
THINK, BUT WE ALWAYS THINK BEEORE WE
sIN

1 am convinced that sinful behavior s direcly
dependent upon belief. All belief spawns think-
ingandallsin is preceded with thought, We can-
not sin without first giving thought to doing it.
‘Without beltef we cannot sin.

Even if we believe we are still fallen creatures
with a propensity to sin, if we cannot think
about sinning, we cannot do it. A brain dead
person does not practice sin. You can call him a
sinner fallen Lhrough Adam’s choice Lo sin, but
until he has conscious thought, he will not move
in sin's direction. The reason we choose to sin is
because we have the thought to sin. We have the
thought because we believe something,
Iherefore, heart belief is the basis for thought
and behavior, and our knowing the truth with
our hearts is crucial for walking rightly. How-
ever, knowing the truth must supersede just
holding it intellectually in our minds. There
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CHAPTER FOUR:
KNOWING THE TRUTH
FROM THE HEART,
DEMONSTRATING THE
POWER IN THE PHYSICAL

Knowing the truth from the heart will only
occur when we encounter the one who is the
truth. As we pursue Him and seek to allow His
Spirit o persuade us of the truth, our minds
will be renewed and we will transform into His
likeness. When I know the truth of who I am
in Christ with my heart, everything changes.
When we make overcoming sin our focus, we
enter into a perpetual cydle of defeat and we fail
to address the root problem. Jesus came to give
s rest from this cycle by overcoming sin on our
behalf; any further struggle we have is linked to
what we believe.

JESUS 18 STILL CALLING TO THE

'WEAK AND HEAVY LADEN

When Jesus declared the words, “Come to Me, all
whe are weary nd heavy-Taden, and 1 will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for 1 am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
casy and My burden is light," (Matt. 11:28-30),
His message was for the fired and weary peaple
who had been striving to keep the Law. Keeping
the Law was the same thing as not sinning or
not breaking the law. He was calling His hear
ers to enter into His finished work and find rest.
Jesus' audience were the Law keepers who were
weary from trying to overcome their sins, that
is, not brecking the Law. Just s they could not
succeed in overcoming their sin, neither can we
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is 2 very important distinction between know-
ing the truth intellectually and knowing it with
the heart. Intellectual beief is good for what it
is good for, but it doesn't provide any guaran-
tee of transformation or living rightly. Knowing
the truth intellectually is not enough to walk
successfully in the Christian life. Just because [
have memorized a biblical truth doesn't mean
1 believe it with my heart. Belief that makes a
difference—that transforms me from within—
is truth that is believed with the heart. This is
true for salvation as the scripture says, “it is with
your heart that you believe and arejustified” (Rom.
10:10). Tt is also true for all aress of Christian
living,

When T know the truth in my heart it will keep
e trom sin. The Psalmist declared, “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that | might not sin
against thee” (Psm. 119:11 KIV) When God has
persuaded us of the truth in our hearts it be-
comesour focus causing us to set our mind upon
it. The Apostle Paul alludes to this when he said,
“Those who live according to the flesh have their
minds set on what the flesh desires; bt thase
‘wholive in accordance with the Spirkt have their
minds set on what the Spirit desies. The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind
governed by the Spirit s life and peace” (Rom.
8:5-6) [used to interpret this passage as a task to
do ar a discipline to practice. I now realize that
it is the autcome of “living in accordance with
the Spirit” which is the outcome of knowing the
truth in my heart and my ever deepening rela-
Lionship with Christ.

TPM is a great tool in getting to know the Lord
more and more and - above all - to enter more
deeply into his love. Each time we encounter
Christ in a ministry session He gives us truth, re-
vealing more of his character to us; and this ina
very personal way. It causes us to see and expe-
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e in you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God.

Why i this so impartant? First let us notice the
train of thought that was set forth in verse one
of this chapter.

Hebrew 3:1 wherefore, holy brethren, partakers
of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
tigh Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; No-
tice that both it, and our corrected verse twelve,
(listed just above in the preceding paragraph),
are very similar, Both begin with “Wherefore
Both address the “brethren” Both refer to the
partaking of spiritual revelations. And both set
forth the need of a correct and proper relating to
the living God, Christ Jesus.

S0 the apostle s returning dircctly to the impor-
tant subject of the need to give full attentiveness
to one’s relation to the living God~Christ Jesus,

Another important reason is that focusing only
upon the subject covered within the parenthesis
~ that of others failure to walk with the Lord,
gives Satan and our flesh opportunity to separate
our gaze from the Lord, and from a proper con-
sidering of aurselves in the ight of God's gospell
The apostle intended to bave us see a literal
example of those who failed to maintain their
profession firm until the end. Hebrews 12:15
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace
of God; lest any Toot of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

But fuiling to maintain a spiritual focus upon the
Lord Jesus Christ while enly looking at others
failure produces a dangerous “us” versus “them”
attitude! Satan is delighted with those with a
pharisaical attitude of being as good, or bet-
ter than other refigionists! 2 Corinthians 10112
For we dare not make ourselves of the number,
or compare ourselves with some that commend
themselves: but they measuring themselves by
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tience his loving kindness, his life-giving truth,
and his resurrection power.

AN EVIL HEART AND MIND

OF DARKNESS

Hebrews 3:12-19 “Iake heed, brethren, lest there be
in any of you ar evil heart of nbelicf, in departing
from the living God. But exhort one another daily,
hile it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence stedfast unto the end; While itis said, To
day ifye will hear his voice, harden notvour hearts,
as in the provocation. For some, when they had
heard, did provoke: howbeit not ail that came out
of Egypt by Moses. But with whor was he grieved
forty years? was it not witk them that had sinned,
Whosé carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom
swarehethat they should notenter into his rest, but
to them that believed not? So we see that they could.
ot enter in becavse of unbelief.

Before we begin our lesson on these verses we
mmust take notice of one single word that also
goes along with them. It is the word; *Where-
fore” that is listed in verse seven just before
the passage cnclosed by the parenthesis. Let
me show you the opening and closing of those
parentheses They open in verse seven and close
at the end of verse eleven.

Hebrews 3:7 Whevefore (as the Holy Ghost saith,
To day if ye will hear his voice, Hebrews 3:11 So
1 sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into
my rest) As you can see, the apostle speaks that
one word, “Wherefore” in verse seven, then he
turns his attention to the example of those who
perished in the wilderness in the Old Testament.
But then he retumns ta take up this same sub-
ject to those whom he s addressing, as listed
i our verse twelve. 5o our verse twelve actually
reads, Wherefore take heed, brethren, lest there






index-44_1.jpg
the finger at the serpent for deceiving her and
for being the primary element in her downfall
The truth is, the Serpent only made a couple
of simple comments which led Eve to reason
within herself and to establish her own belief
and then to question the truth she already knew.
‘The belicfs that caused her to cross theline were
her own and did not originate with the Serpent.
Belief came before her sin, and this same pro-
gression is follawed by each of us taday. When
Eve established her own lie-based belief she “ex-
changed thetruth for a lie” (Rom. 1)and then she
chosetosin.

Read the story again and see the part Eve's belief
played in her decision to sin: “When the woman
saw that the fruit of the tree was good for faod
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it” (Gen.
3:6). It was Eve's own thinking and reasoning
(belief ) that caused her to question the truth she
held, resulting in her making the decision ta sin.
Satan drew her aside with a simple question, but
it was her own belief that resulted in her putting
the fruit in her month.

‘The only words recorded of the Serpent vere,
“Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall ot eat from
any tree of the garden?” and “You surely will not
die! For God knows that in the day you eat from
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil" These are the only
recorded wards that came from the Serpents
mouth. What followed were Eve’s own thoughts
and belief. Her own belief was followed by her
choice o sin. Sin was Lhe oulcome of Eve's belief.
The Serpent’s question and comment acted as a
catalyst that triggered Eve's own thinking and
evaluation. Eve acted upon what she believed
and not upon what the Serpent said. However,
had she not considered the Serpent’s words, she
‘would have not began <o reason within herself,
and the story would have ended in a hetter place.
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tion) is because of what you are doing to me,
1 may get angry, urt you, reject you, become
passive, aggressive, or ignare you. Our futile so-
lutions are based upon lies. God's solution to
our real problem (lie-based belief) is our believ-
ing His truth within our hearts.

All of these behaviors are sinful Just as plea-
suring myself to distract myself is sinful. The
common denominaror in all emotion is belief
since we feel whatever we believe, There is a
predictable process that follows; I believe some-
thing, then feel something, and then do some-
thing (sin)

Someone may sty, “Surely belief is not behind
all the sins we may commit” I ask you, what
sin did you ever commit that you did not first
give thought to and think about it? And what
thought did you ever think that was ot related
to and rooted in what you believed? | want to
propose that without belief, we will not sin. The
flip side to this principle is we can also not live
rightly without knowing the truth. When we
know the truth within our hearts we will be
transformed by the truth and act accordingly.
When I believe the truth in my heart this same
truth will cause me to fecl emotion that matches
this truth. When I feel truth-based emotions
such as joy, peace, assurance, confidence, etc.
godlybehavior will follow. This is the fruit of the
Spirit; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, gentleness, faithfulness and self control. So
we see that every sin we ever corumit and every
act of goodness is preceded by a thought and
every thought is rooted in beliel

S0 what comes first, the sin or the belief? In this
case it is easy; we cannot sin without belief. Be
Lief aluways comes first. However, this has how it
has been from the beginning. Belief also came
before sin in the Garden with Adam and Eve.
When Eve sinmed in the garden, her belief came
before her decision to sin, It is asy o point






